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TO THE EUROPEAN PUBLIC PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE

COMPLAINT

The Jewish Community of Oporto (CIP/CJP), Portugal, NIF 59200982, Rua Guerra Junqueiro 
325, Porto, Portugal, herein represented by its President, Mr. Gabriel Senderowicz, makes the 
following denunciation to the European Public Prosecutor’s Office.

The legal basis for filing this complaint is articles 2 and 4 of the DIRECTIVE EU 2017/1371, 
Jul 5, 2017, and articles 2 n. 3 and 22 of the Regulation (EU) 2017/1939, Oct 12, 2017.

The former President of the Supreme Court of Justice declared that a

huge lawsuit – known as the “Case of the Golden Visas” – constituted

an example of “manipulation of a criminal investigation used as a

concealed weapon to influence, condition or reverse society’s

political tendencies, in the manner best suited to those who use,

or make use of, it.”1

1https://www.publico.pt/2020/10/22/sociedade/noticia/antigo-presidente-supremo-teme-manipulacao-
interferencia-politica-investigacao-criminal-1936052
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I. SUMMARY

1. The EU Strategy on Combating Antisemitism and Fostering Jewish Life (2021-2030) 
was seriously undermined and reviled in Portugal.2

2. This complaint aims to denounce an antisemitic conspiracy coupled with signs of 
corruption leading to financial losses for the European Union, involving leading 
Portuguese government figures, members of the Portuguese Parliament, agents of 
media and other figures.

The complaint was also published in book form. Its title is “The first major antisemitic 
conspiracy of the 21st century”. A copy will be given to each of the principal libraries 
around the world in order to immortalise the grave antisemitic facts exposed here.

3. When the Jewish Community of Oporto shared with the Government the intention 
the richest Portuguese men had of investing in Portugal, it did not know that the 
ruling elites would shudder at this idea and that they would unite all powers (executive, 
legislative, judiciary and media) in a violent antisemitic action in 2022.

4. We are faced with a case of unthinkable soviet-style antisemitism in Europe linked:

 – To the destruction of the legislation 2013/2015 that granted Portuguese nationality 
to Jews of Sephardic origin.

 – To the political rejection of about 40 thousand Israelis who have already obtained 
Portuguese nationality and whose number would tend to grow substantially. The 
total number of possible candidates (Jews of Portuguese Sephardic origin) is about 
1 million people.

 – To a “criminal lawsuit” based on anonymous denunciations that aim to destroy 
the Jewish businessman Patrick Drahi and every single “Patrick Drahi” of the 
Portuguese Sephardic Jewish community.

 – To the suspicion cast on the richest men of the country.

 – To the seizure of communications with the Jewish world as a whole, i.e., with 
all the world’s major Jewish organisations (B’nai B’rith International, Anti-
Defamation League, European Jewish Association, etc.) and embassies from 
dozens of countries, and

 – To the defamation of possibly the strongest Jewish organization in Europe in 
terms of religion, culture, education and the fight against antisemitism: the Jewish 
Community of Oporto.

2 https://ec.europa.eu/info/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/combatting-discrimination/racism-and-
xenophobia/combating-antisemitism/eu-strategy-combating-antisemitism-and-fostering-jewish-life-2021-2030_en
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5. There are signs of corruption with financial loss for the European Union in an international 
public tender that aims to deliver SIRESP (Integrated System of Emergency and Security 
Networks in Portugal) to Motorola to the detriment of Altice owned by Patrick Drahi; 
and in an antisemitic conspiracy that aims to break Drahi in order to hand over his 
Portuguese telecommunications corporation (MEO) to a fund of non-Jewish people, as 
well as preventing him and other wealthy Portuguese Jews from investing in Portugal, 
especially in strategic sectors dominated by established elites.

6. The true authors of the conspiracy are unknown. Some names of State agents and 
media agents who played a role in that conspiracy will be revealed, even if possibly 
used by third parties to carry out the objectionable acts that each practised and that are 
amply proved below.

7. These actions involved a criminal organisation dedicated to nocturnal raids on private 
homes and law offices of people supposedly connected with Drahi, fake accusations of 
drug trafficking, use of “anonymous sources” who have already been convicted in court 
for defamation of members and collaborators of the Jewish Community of Oporto, 
attempt to locate and destroy a flash drive containing compromising information for 
State agents, and so on.

8. The conspirators were steeped in the ancient antisemitic stereotype of money and the 
old myths of trickery, corruption, business deals and international Freemasonry, tried 
to link the Oporto Jewish Community to fake schemes with Russia, falsely spread 
that its leaders embezzled the organisation’s resources, fostered a police investigation 
and searches based on “anonymous” denunciations (like in the late fifteenth century 
and the ensuing Inquisition), invaded the synagogue, and had a dozen police officers 
looking for suitcases of money in the house of the granddaughter of the “Portuguese 
Dreyfus”. Captain Barros Basto, the founder of the Community, was also a victim of 
anonymous denunciations from the dregs of society in the 30’s.

9. These actions occurred in tandem with attacks on the Community by media agents which 
together with State agents and influencers for months created a very hostile atmosphere 
against the Community in the press. Old people crying, children afraid of going to 
school because they were Jewish, the Head Rabbi being attacked at a supermarket, entire 
families suffering unwarranted exposure in the newspapers and on television, no one in 
the Community escaped this Inquisition-style “purification”, from religious and secular 
leaders – rabbis, presidents, former presidents, vice-presidents, treasurers, members, 
secretaries – to the museologist, the doorkeeper and simple friends.

10. The Portuguese State is not antisemitic. Most of the State’s actors are friends of the 
Jews. Among the victims of the conspiracy are not only the Jewish community in 
general but also the President of the Portuguese Republic, the Prime Minister, the 
Parliamentary leaders, magistrates, police officers, and the overwhelming majority of 
the media, even those media outlets that are often accused of scandalmongering.
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II. AN INTERNATIONAL PUBLIC TENDER UNDER 
SUSPICION OF CORRUPTION

11. In June 2022, an international public tender was launched to select the State’s partners 
for SIRESP (Integrated System of Emergency and Security Networks in Portugal), 
which is the communications network used by the State for emergency and security 
operations and which functions as a State-private sector partnership.3

12. Furthermore, former SIRESP president, Sandra Perdigão Neves, publicly pointed out 
that the tender launched by the Ministry of Internal Administration does not respect 
competition rules, constitutes a direct award to the company Motorola, squanders the 
European funds of the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF), and seriously harms the 
interests of the Portuguese State and of the European Union.

Quotes:

“The public tender is a direct award to Motorola disguised as an international 
public tender, since the DIMETRA system behind the system up for tender belongs 
to Motorola”.4

“In this tender, the ‘competition’ is limited to the Motorola system (DIMETRA). 
State interests are at risk, because the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF) is not 
being used to carry out the necessary and urgent technological measures required for 
the LTE system (image and video). This political decision will delay Portugal by ten 
years in comparison with the other European countries and will imply more millions 
being spent in a short period of time”.5

“We’ve missed the bus, a ride that was” practically offered to us on a plate “with the 
help of the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF)”. “Sooner or later” the State will 
have to spend money on building a new State communications network.6

Witness: Sandra Perdigão Neves, former President, SIRESP.

3 https://www.portugal.gov.pt/pt/gc23/comunicacao/multimedia?m=v&i=httpswwwyoutubecomwatchvtzu90dgfab0   
4 https://www.sapo.pt/amp/noticias/economia/chega-quer-ouvir-mai-no-parlamento-sobre_62c18ee6ac03025932963326
5 https://gridigital.pt/reportagem/28-exclusivo-entrevista-a-ex-presidente-do-siresp-parte-1
6 https://www.pixelcut.site/article/2022_06_30_1477960866_tecnologia-do-governo-nao-e-capaz-de-guardar-
imagens-das-bodycams-avisa-ex-presidente-do-siresp   
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13. The first company jeopardised by this custom made-public tender for Motorola is 
Altice (belonging to the Portuguese Sephardic Jew Patrick Drahi) who is currently the 
State’s biggest private partner in SIRESP.7

Therefore we have:

14. An international public tender that is no more than a direct award to a pre-selected 
company, which does not respect the competition rules and does not respect the 
minimum time limit of nine months to execute the tender procedure with international 
publicity.

15. An international public tender that squanders the European funds of the Recovery and 
Resilience Facility (RRF), which harms the interests of the European Union and of 
the Portuguese State, which does not promote the technological progress required and 
delays Portugal by ten years with regard to the other European countries.

16. An international public tender that causes huge losses to the EU’s financial interests, 
which comprise revenues, expenditure and assets due to its budget, which is financed 
by resources calculated on the gross national product of Member States and others 
based on value-added tax.

17. This tender, which will have to be awarded by the end of 2022, is suspected of being 
corrupt and must be investigated by the European Public Prosecutor’s Office.

18. The real perpetrators of the possible crimes are unknown.

7 https://eco.sapo.pt/2021/06/30/novos-contratos-ainda-aguardam-visto-do-tdc-mas-siresp-estara-salvaguardado/  
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III. PATRICK DRAHI: A DOUBLE TARGET

19. Patrick Drahi obtained Portuguese citizenship in 2016. He is a Jew of Portuguese 
Sephardic origin.

20. In January 2022, criminal proceedings were started in Portugal which were known as 
“Operation Open Door”, to investigate alleged cases of corruption in the acquisition 
of Portuguese nationality, under the law that allows the granting the nationality to 
Jews of Sephardic origin.

21. The political scientist João Lemos Esteves wrote that “The immediate aim of the 
persecution of the Portuguese Jewish community is to break the Jewish businessman 
Patrick Drahi in order to hand over a Portuguese telecommunications corporation 
(MEO) to a fund of “eminent Portuguese”8.

22. Patrick Drahi’s name immediately appears in the arrest warrant of the Community’s 
Head Rabbi (March 10). It is together with Roman Abramovich’s name. - Document 1

23. Patrick Drahi’s name appears also in the search warrants for officers of the Jewish 
community in Oporto (March 11), and is the “number 1” on a list of twenty suspects 
that police displayed in a law office to lawyers Mónica Teixeira and Carla Quaresma, 
who had never even heard the name9.

24. Drahi’s Sephardic origin was certified (and rightly so) by the Jewish Community 
of Lisbon in 2015. The certificate was signed by Esther Mucznik, then former Vice 
President of that Community.

Witnesses: Esther Mucznik, Mónica Teixeira, Carla Quaresma, and João Lemos Esteves.

In addition…

25. The first person jeopardised by the above custom-made public tender for Motorola 
is Patrick Drahi. He is the owner of Altice that is currently the State’s biggest private 
partner in SIRESP.10

8 https://www.jornaldacidadeonline.com.br/noticias/40665/perigo-lula-da-silva-e-instrumento-para-boaventura-
de-sousa-santos-continuar-perseguicao-contra-judeus-no-brasil  
9 https://www.jns.org/oporto-jewish-community-claims-wealthiest-members-targeted-in-anti-semitic-campaign/  
10 https://eco.sapo.pt/2021/06/30/novos-contratos-ainda-aguardam-visto-do-tdc-mas-siresp-estara-salvaguardado/ 
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26. All SIRESP equipment is currently located in Altice premises and will move to State 
facilities by the end of the year. The Government is waiting for the European funds of 
the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF) to undertake this move.11

27. The owner of Altice not only has power over SIRESP. He is a man who affects many 
vested interests.

28. Since in June 2015 Altice purchased PT – Portugal Telecom, Drahi is the owner of 
MEO (a part of PT), market leader in communications in Portugal.12

29. MEO, market leader, is followed by NOS, belonging to the SONAE Group, owner 
of the newspaper Público, renowned today for its antisemitic campaign against the 
nationality law that made it possible for Drahi to become Portuguese.

In 2017, when Altice tried to buy a Portuguese media group called Media Capital, 
the President of SONAE (owner of the newspaper Público) said that purchase could 
give rise to “an Operação Marquês ten times greater”.

[Operation Marquês is a supposed corruption case involving a former Portuguese 
Prime Minister.]13

30.  The maganize ‘Visão’ (that belongs to the Impresa group that is owner of SIC television, 
Expresso newspaper and others) published immediately an article entitled “The hidden 
side of Patrick Drahi” where it says that “He is known for being ruthless, treating 
people with contempt, paying them as little as possible and, in business, cultivating 
quick decision-making. This man with a foreign name has, after all, since the end of 
last year [2016], a new Portuguese passport in his pocket, granted under the law that 
since 2015 admits the attribution of nationality to Sephardic Jews with ancestors born 
in the country. Here is the profile of the tycoon who dreamed of buying Time Warner 
and wants to be ‘the owner of everything in Portugal’.”14

31. Patrick Drahi was prevented from buying the media group Media Capital, whose 
current owner, Mário Ferreira, an Oporto businessman, is under investigation and 
being attacked by the same media and judiciary agents.15

11 https://eco.sapo.pt/2022/02/04/prr-tambem-vai-pagar-saida-do-siresp-das-instalacoes-da-altice/ 
12 https://www.dinheirovivo.pt/empresas/amp/meo-consolida-lideranca-no-setor-das-
telecomunicacoes-14120630.html
13 https://www.publico.pt/2017/10/20/economia/noticia/paulo-azevedo-diz-que-negocio-da-tvi-pode-criar-
operacao-marques-10-vezes-maior-1789679
14 https://visao.sapo.pt/newsletters-arquivo/2017-07-19-o-lado-oculto-de-patrick-drahi/ 
15 https://observador.pt/2022/07/06/mario-ferreira-diz-estar-a-haver-perseguicao-a-um-outsider-que-ousou-um-
dia-investir-na-comunicacao/ 
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IV. THE HISTORY OF THE 2013/2015 LEGISLATION 
RESTORING SEPHARDIM’S RIGHT TO 
PORTUGUESE NATIONALITY

32. In 2013/2015 legislation was enacted by Parliament and Government restoring 
Sephardim’s right to Portuguese nationality without them having to live in Portugal or 
to speak Portuguese.

33. The promoters of the 2013 law were Maria de Belém Roseira (PS) and José Ribeiro e 
Castro (CDS).

Article 6(7) of the Nationality Law establishes that “the State may grant the 
nationality to the descendants of the Sephardic Jews of Portuguese origin...”.

It is a legal discretionary power of the Government, which may or may not grant 
nationality to interested applicants.

34. The author of the 2015 regulation (that called on the Portuguese Jewish communities 
for the certification of the Sephardic roots of the applicants) was the Portuguese 
Minister of Justice, Paula Teixeira da Cruz.

She stated that the regulation aimed to combat “very, very worrying signs of 
antisemitism, taking into account what is occurring with Jewish communities 
throughout Europe”.16

35. The aim of the 2013/2015 legislators, regarding what is known as the Sephardic Law, 
was to reconnect Portugal to the Sephardic diaspora originally from Sepharad.

Just the traditional families of Sephardic communities in North Africa and the 
former Ottoman Empire (from Iberian origin) would account for an estimated one 
million people entitled to benefit from that right.

Witnesses: Maria de Belém Roseira, José Ribeiro e Castro, and Paula Teixeira da Cruz.

16 https://www.publico.pt/2015/01/29/politica/noticia/descendentes-de-judeus-sefarditas-ja-vao-poder-pedir-a-
nacionalidade-1684394
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36. Considering that no living Jew has a genealogical tree dating back to 1496 Portugal 
(which would be no more than a “drawing” that would be impossible to prove from 
generation to generation) the legislators in 2013/2015 did not speak about Portugal 
but about Sephardic communities of Portuguese origin.

They used three techniques:

 – One: The proven objective criteria of connection to Portugal should be found in 
the “Sephardic communities of Portuguese origin,” an expression repeated many 
times in Article 6(7) of the Nationality Act and in Executive Act 30-A/2015 of Feb. 
27, which by nature has not taken refuge on Portuguese territory, but as aptly laid 
out in the preamble to said Executive Act “in some regions of the Mediterranean 
(Gibraltar, Morocco, Southern France, Italy, Croatia, Greece, Turkey, Syria, 
Lebanon, Israel, Jordan, Egypt, Libya, Tunisia and Algiers), northern Europe 
(London, Nantes, Paris, Antwerp, Brussels, Rotterdam and Amsterdam), Brazil, 
Antilles and the U.S., among others.”

 – Two: In accordance with Article 6(7) of the Nationality Act and Article 24-A 
(2),(3)(c), (4) and (5)(b) of the Nationality Act Regulation, references to the 
“tradition of belonging to a Sephardic community of Portuguese origin” or “based 
on the Sephardic community of Portuguese origin” are always linked to “the proven 
objective criteria of connection to Portugal,” which under the exemplificative and 
repeated words “in particular” (“designadamente”), emanate from factors such 
as “family surnames,” “family language,” “family memory,” “synagogue records,” 
“Jewish cemetery records,” and others.

 – Three: Applicants would need a certificate of Sephardic descent which could be 
obtained through the Portuguese Jewish communities (RN, Article 24 number 
3 c) or the communities of origin of the applicants abroad (RN, Article 24 
number 5).

37. Ever since the publication of Executive Act 30-A/2015 of Feb. 27, the Jewish 
Community of Oporto has understood the following:

 – The Portuguese State would not have needed the Jewish communities had it not 
been for their privileged knowledge of the Jewish world. The first step of the 
Oporto Rabbinate, recognized by the Grand Rabbinate of Israel, was always to 
decide in accordance with halachah – the only consensual criterion in the Jewish 
world – as to who is Jewish or at least a son / daughter of a Jewish father; while the 
second step was to find out if the applicants, among their paternal and maternal 
families, belonged to any traditional family of Portuguese origin in the former 
Ottoman Empire, the Mediterranean, Europe, etc.

 – The Portuguese nationality could be granted to descendants of Portuguese 
Sephardic Jews, who after leaving Portugal, due to religious persecution, were 
integrated into communities, commonly known as “Sephardim” (Turkey, Greece, 
former Yugoslavia, Morocco, etc.), rife with marriages between Jews of Portuguese 
origin and Jews of Spanish origin and who often used the language known as 
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Ladino or haketia (a mixture of Portuguese and Spanish languages with local 
languages), or had ties with the Spanish & Portuguese Synagogues in London, 
Amsterdam, Curaçau, Suriname, etc.; or with “organized communities” that were 
typically Portuguese, such as those that existed in Salonika and Smyrna before 
being decimated by the Shoah (KK Portugal, KK Portugal Velho, KK Lisbon, 
KK Évora, etc.); and to all those Jews who travelled far and wide, whether in an 
organized manner or not, as part of a community or not and whether belonging to 
a Synagogue or not, and who maintain an emotional connection to Portugal, even 
if they have since, by virtue of circumstances, become part or not of other Jewish 
Communities, whether Sephardic or Ashkenazi.

 – If the legislator’s objective were to grant nationality to 100 million “descendants” 
of so-called new Christians, there is no doubt that the certification could have 
been carried out by professionals attached to universities and foreign to such 
communities. These people cannot in principle obtain Portuguese nationality 
under the Sephardic rule (Article 6(7) of the Nationality Law) but rather under the 
general rule regarding descendants of Portuguese (Article 6(6) of the Nationality 
Law) because the Portuguese Inquisition, which lasted almost 300 years, called 
everyone whose property it wanted to seize a “new Christian” (Jewish). It was a 
factory of fictitious Jews. There was no way a rabbinical religious authority could 
rightly say who was Jewish or who was not.

(Those who were persecuted in the 16th century and their Jewish matrilineal 
genealogies were known and those who fled Portugal to the Jewish communities 
around the world and who again converted to Judaism were definitely real Jews.)

 – The preamble of the above-mentioned Executive Act approved by the PSD/
CDS government, which is key to interpreting the diploma, confirmed the 
understanding of the Jewish Community of Oporto. The Central Registry Office 
has always affirmed the legality of this understanding, as has the justice minister, 
in the Assembly of the Republic in June 2020.

38. All the certification work involved a lot of knowledge of the Jewish world and the 
history of the Jewish people in general and the Iberian Sephardic Jews in particular.

Centuries of commercial relations between Jewish communities, centuries of 
marriages between large families, constant migrations (including from West to East and 
vice versa) certainly suggest that Sephardim from Sepharad are part of the genealogy of 
most Jews. As Joshua Weitz says, it is highly likely that nearly all living members of the 
Jewish people have direct genealogical links to that ancestral group from Sefarad, given 
sufficient number of generations have elapsed (“Let My People Go (Home) to Spain: 
A Genealogical Model of Jewish Identities since 1492”, JW 2014).

However, it is necessary to prove.

For instance, what is a Portuguese surname? Throughout history, Jews were 
constantly caught out by the indiscreet inquiry as to their secular names, their Hebrew 
names and their nicknames. In the onomastic history of the Jews in Portugal and 
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Spain, three periods can be identified: the period of true names, the period of names 
changed through political imposition and the period of true names restored.

In the first period mentioned, the Jews are not subject to a great deal of persecution. 
The names are typically either Jewish or Iberian, the latter being adopted for 
convenience, not by imposition. In the lists of surnames of Jews who lived in Portugal 
in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, up to the Edict of Expulsion, we can find 
hundreds of typically Jewish surnames (Abeatar, Aboab, Aboaf, Abravanel, Azecri, 
Baraha, Ben Hayun, Benatar, Bueno, Baruch Barzilai, etc.) and hundreds of typically 
Iberian surnames (Afumado, Almeida, Alvo, Amado, Alvarez, Barrocas, Beiçudo, Beja, 
Belo, Bicudo, etc.).

The second period is a period in which the Jews are forbidden to practice Judaism 
and forced to lose their identity. Iberian or even Christian names are adopted by 
imposition. After the Edict of Expulsion in Portugal, Jews with names like Abraão 
Abeatar, Jacob Azekri, Isaac de Leão and Leah Ferro took names like António Nunes, 
Pedro Pereira, José Mendes and Isabel Ferro.

Finally, the third period was a period of restoration of true family names. Those 
in question arrived at countries of refuge, where they found the freedom to profess 
Judaism again, and then sought to recover their identity. All those who had memory of 
their true names (typically Jewish, typically Iberian or a mixture of both) soon restored 
them with joy.

39. The legislators in 2013/2015 provided examples of some of the objective criteria of 
the “tradition of belonging” to Portugal, such as family surnames (leading the Jewish 
communities the use of long lists of surnames present in Sephardic communities of 
Portuguese origin), the language spoken then or today by the family (different forms of 
Ladino and Portuguese were spoken in communities of the former Ottoman Empire, 
North Africa and Europe), family memory (claimed by the applicant and attested to by 
authorities recognised by the Chief Rabbinate of Israel) and others (as for as the former 
are merely exemplificative).

40. As required under the Sephardic Law, the Portuguese Jewish communities merely 
certify the Sephardic origin of the applicants, an opinion given in good faith.

41. In 2018, the Jewish Community of Oporto promoted the distribution by libraries 
around the world of the bilingual book (English and Hebrew) entitled “The Portuguese 
Sephardic Diaspora in light of the archives of the Jewish Community of Oporto”, 
written by the historian Artur Villares, which shows the results of the intensive work 
carried out by the Community: statistics, number of applications, countries of origin, 
age of the applicants, criteria and means of proof, lists of Sephardic surnames, etc.  
- Document 2
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42. The certification department of the Community, headed by the Oporto Rabbinate, 
assessed applicants’ processes based on every single element that demonstrated  they 
had a tradition of belonging to a Sephardic community of Portuguese origin – e.g. 
the family surnames (and not only the applicant’s last name), the lists of surnames 
of the traditional Sephardic families of the countries where their forebears settled in 
the last five centuries, the communities and synagogues they belonged to, cemetery 
records, the types of ketubot and other objects, the religious or food rites and customs, 
episodes narrated in history books about the Portuguese Jewish diaspora, the applicants’ 
connection to the Jewish world in the present and their status in the light of Halachah 
(Jewish Law), the religious temples they still attend today and the knowledge, however 
limited, of the history of such families by famous academics or Rabbis recognised by 
organisations with Halachic credibility – critically articulated with our knowledge and 
understanding of the reality, culture, religious law and Jewish communities as a whole 
and with other materials gathered throughout the assessment process, using the work 
tools at our disposal.

43. As the Prime Minister of Portugal wrote to the Jewish Community of Oporto, 
the Jewish diasporas from Portugal, spread around the world, greatly benefited the 
communities in which they settled, from a cultural, artistic, scientific or economic 
point of view, in Northern Europe, North Africa, the Middle East, the United States 
and in other regions of the globe. - Document 3

44. During the seven years that the Sephardic Law has been in effect, the overwhelming 
majority of the certificates issued by the Jewish Community of Oporto were granted 
to applicants descending from traditional Sephardic families who for centuries lived in 
Balkan countries – Macedonia, Greece, Bulgaria and the former Yugoslavia – and in 
Arab or Muslim countries – Turkey, Lebanon, Syria, the former Palestine, Morocco, 
Algeria, Egypt, Tunisia and Libya – where marriages between Jews of Portuguese origin 
and Jews of Spanish origin were common for many generations.

45. Dr. Michael Rothwell was always the delegate of the certification department of the 
Jewish Community of Oporto, having been in permanent contact with the Portuguese 
civil registry offices and foreign lawyers who asked for explanations about the rigorous 
criteria of the Community.

46. The legal criteria followed by the Jewish Community of Oporto for a period of seven 
years (and confirmed by the successive Governments) were always in the public 
domain.17

Witness: Michael Rothwell.

17 http://jewishcommunityofoporto.blogspot.com/2022/05/the-destruction-of-sephardic-law.html 
https://www.jns.org/opinion/the-jewish-community-of-oportos-criteria-for-sephardic-certification-over-a-seven-
year-period/ 
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47. By 2022, of the one million possible candidates, only a small part asked for certification, 
about 10% of that number have requested Portuguese nationality of which only 5% 
obtained it (57,000).18

48. Since Jews of Portuguese origin moved to Israel in the 20th century, mainly from 
North Africa and the Arab and Muslim countries that were part of the former Ottoman 
Empire, it is evident that the overwhelming majority of applicants for Portuguese 
nationality are Israelis.

49. For detractors of the law, the Portuguese Jewish communities gave nationality to 
57,000 people, it is an invasion of Jews who just wanted convenience passports and 
who, through corruption, managed to obtain certification from the Portuguese Jewish 
communities.

50. However:

 – It is appalling that the Jewish Community should now be blamed for granting 
the nationality that itself granted. The Community only grants certificates of 
Sephardic descent, not nationality, which is the exclusive purview of the Portuguese 
government.

 – The 2013/2015 legislation was enacted restoring Sephardim’s right to Portuguese 
nationality without them having to live in Portugal.

 – 250 this was the amount that all applicants, even billionaires, paid to the certifying 
Jewish communities of Oporto and Lisbon. In some special cases, the Oporto 
Jewish Community decided not to charge any fee, such as in the case of Sir Michael 
Kadoorie. It offered him the certificate as a token of appreciation for his family’s 
historic contribution to the Community and the Kadoorie Synagogue in Oporto.

18 https://www.tsf.pt/portugal/sociedade/sefarditas-de-mais-de-60-paises-pediram-nacionalidade-
portuguesa-14593300.html
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V. THE FIRST CONSPIRACY THEORY AGAINST THE 
OPORTO JEWISH COMMUNITY

51. Unknown conspirators invented a fantastical theory about an “open door” to 
immigration in exchange for “money”.

The theory (now being “investigated by the police”) is based on the following 
allegations:

(i) The legislation of 2013/2015 was prepared by the Jewish Community of Oporto.

(ii) The Jewish Community of Oporto prepared that legislation in order to falsely 
certify the Sephardic origin of the candidates. The Head Rabbi did not have the 
competence to assess whether the applicants were Jews from traditional families of 
Sephardic communities of Portuguese origin.

(iii) The Jewish Community of Oporto prepared that legislation in order to turn the 
certification process into a business.

52. These are the simple answers to each of the above points:

(i) The legislation of 2013/2015 was prepared and unanimously voted by Parliament 
and the Justice Ministry. The Jewish communities of Lisbon and Oporto were merely 
consulted. The European Public Prosecutor’s Office should request all documentation 
regarding the preparatory work of the laws from the entities in question.

(ii) The Head Rabbi of Oporto is recognized by the Grand Rabbinate of Israel and 
is the most competent person in Portugal to assess whether the applicants were Jews 
from traditional families of Sephardic communities of Portuguese origin. During seven 
years, the first step was to decide in accordance with Halachah – the only consensual 
criterion in the Jewish world – as to who is Jewish or at least a son / daughter of a Jewish 
father. According the Executive Act 30-A/2015 of Feb. 27, the second step was to verify 
whether the applicants belonged to traditional families of the Sephardic communities 
of Portuguese (and Castilian) origin who lived “in some regions of the Mediterranean 
(Gibraltar, Morocco, Southern France, Italy, Croatia, Greece, Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, 
Israel, Jordan, Egypt, Libya, Tunisia and Algiers), northern Europe (London, Nantes, 
Paris, Antwerp, Brussels, Rotterdam and Amsterdam), Brazil, Antilles and the U.S., 
among others.”

(iii) The documentation at the Justice Ministry contains the proposal the Jewish 
Community of Oporto made in 2014 that the ministry should set up an International 
Commission to assess candidates’ Sephardic origin. - Document 4

According te porposal, some representatives of the Jewish communities of Lisbon 
and Oporto could be present in that Commision. The Oporto Community would 
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obviously be represented by its Chief Rabbi, a great connoisseur of the history of the 
Sephardic Jews, the Sephardic communities of Portuguese origin and their traditional 
families.

However, the PSD / CDS Government preferred that the assessment be 
carried out by Portuguese Jewish communities. So it was. During seven years the 
communities merely charged applicants a small fee (as do all Jewish communities 
around the world when issuing certificates of any type) and used the revenue to 
promote Jewish life and culture.

53. The conspirators don’t even know what a Jew is, but they swear there was an “open door” 
to illegal migration. Immediately associated Jewish billionaires with large corruption 
schemes. People’s religious beliefs, their work for the benefit of the Community, their 
merits, and their honor were called into question. A civic murder.

To make matters worse…

54. The Jewish Community of Oporto only certified Jews.

The Jewish Community in Lisbon was not attacked by the conspirators and their 
instruments.

The antisemites attack Ruth Habib, Abraham Cohen, or Esther Mizhahi certified 
by the Jewish Community in Oporto, but they do not attack Manueis Santos, Paulos 
Ferreira, and Priests Jimezez certified by the Jewish community in Lisbon, because the 
latter are not Jews.

55. To deepen the conspiracy theory against the Jewish Community of Oporto, Soviet-style 
antisemitism (aimed only at the strongest communities) was such that it completely 
ignored every contribution made by members of the Jewish Community of Lisbon 
towards the creation of the law, such as Cecília Caria Mendes, a lawyer in nationality 
processes, member of the Board of that Community and one of the people who used 
to sign the Sephardic certificates issued by that organisation.

56. On 8 August, 2017, in a note to members of the Portugal-Israel Friendship Society, her 
brother, António Caria Mendes, a member of the Jewish Community of Lisbon (CIL) 
and President of that Society, wrote about his deceased sister. He recalled “the last 
great project on which we worked together. On the invitation of the then President of 
the Socialist Party, Maria de Belém Roseira, we drafted the Law Granting Portuguese 
Nationality to Descendants of Sephardim of Portuguese Origin. My sister drafted the 
body of the law and I wrote the preamble.” - Document 5

Witness: António Caria Mendes.
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57. It is quite unlikely that Parliament would have required help in drafting the body of 
a law whose wording was quite ordinary, but the aforementioned preamble is entirely 
given over to the history of the Jewish Community of Lisbon, which shows that the 
history of other Jewish communities is totally unknown to the authors of the law.

58. António had fought for a long time to get a law that would reconnect Portugal to 
the Sephardic diaspora. In a petition entitled “Restoring Portuguese Nationality to 
Portuguese Sephardic Jews”, his signature is number 38 in a list of 1187 signatures.

However, other people were involved in that legislative initiative. In a communiqué 
by the Institute of Portuguese Democracy (IPD), published on 10 April 2013, a 
commission including people such as Francisco Cunha Rego, the Institute’s director, 
Luciano Lopes, Carlos Zarur and Simon Albuquerque Senior (who are members of 
IDP) declared that they were responsible for the draft law, which they sent to socialist 
leaders: “Through Francisco da Cunha Rego, diligently aided by Bruno Cabecinha 
and by Rabbi Luciano Lopes, the IPD made a number of contacts with socialist 
leaders Carlos Zorrinho, Maria de Belém and Pedro Silva Pereira, which culminated 
on 11 April, with the following draft alteration to article 6 of Law 37/81 of 3 October 
(Nationality Law), which was unanimously approved.”19

Witnesses: Francisco Cunha Rego, Carlos Zorrinho, Pedro Silva Pereira.

19 https://estadosentido.blogs.sapo.pt/2707111.html
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VI. PATRICK DRAHI’S NAME WAS NOT MENTIONED, 
WHILE ROMAN ABRAMOVICH’S NAME WAS USED 
AS DESTRUCTIVE PROPAGANDA

59. As can be seen in Document 1, the certifications of Patrick Drahi and Roman 
Abramovich led to the arrest of the Head Rabbi of the Jewish Community of Oporto, 
Daniel Litvak, recognised by the Chief Rabbinate of Israel.

60. Both cases complied with the criteria of both Portuguese and Jewish law regarding 
certification. It fell to the Portuguese State to decide whether or not to grant the 
applicants Portuguese nationality. And it did. In both cases, the applicants obtained 
their nationality in a matter of five months.

Patrick Drahi

The applicant obtained Portuguese nationality.

He was certified by the Jewish Community of Lisbon in 2016.

His family surnames – Adrehi (Drahi), Sicsu and Amou – are surnames of traditional 
Sephardic Moroccan families, furthermore, of families who returned to Portugal after 
the Inquisition and are mentioned in the preamble to the 2015 Executive Act as having 
once been “expelled”.

The Jewish Community of Oporto has records of the Adrehi in the cemeteries of 
the Jewish community of Azores: Ponta Delgada, Terceira, Angra do Heroísmo, Horta 
and Faial. Members of the Sicsu family lived in Faro and were buried in the cemetery 
there. Likewise, the Amou family returned to Portugal and lived in many places, even 
in Oporto, when the shadow cast by the Inquisition had faded.

Patrick Drahi also has French nationality.

 
Roman Abramovich (Leibovitch)

The applicant obtained Portuguese nationality.

He was certified by the Oporto Jewish community in 2020.

He paid a fee of  €250.

In this case, surnames, family memory, and Jewish tradition upheld by the 
competent authorities all served to certify this applicant, as well as the fact that he had 
no material need of this nationality. The applicant is entitled to Lithuanian nationality. 
His children are Lithuanian.
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Roman Abramovich’s tradition of belonging to a Sephardic community of Portuguese 
origin, namely from Poznan and Hamburg, is based on the following:

 – “Family memory” of the Sephardic Portuguese origin of the applicant, not merely 
alleged by him but rooted in Jewish tradition. It is certified by various Orthodox 
rabbinates recognised by the Chief Rabbinate of Israel and by highly respected 
Jewish organisations in the secular world.

 – “Family surnames” of Sephardic origin or present in Sephardic communities, such 
as Leibowitz which can be found on the lists of Sephardic surnames and on the 
private lists of Sephardim of Hamburg. ‘Leibovich means son of Leon’- as ‘Leib 
is the Yiddish word for Lion’ and that it is ‘linked to the kingdom of Leon in 
Sepharad’

 – “A well-known public fact”, which constitutes the applicant’s financial support 
over twenty years, totalling half a billion dollars, to the world Chabad Lubavitch 
movement, today based in the USA but born in Poznan, by the hand of rabbi 
Baruch Portugali, an ancestor of the current Rebbetzin of the Portuguese Chabad 
(Cascais) whom she proudly acknowledges.

61. Nothing is known about the fake charges against Drahi. They probably touch on the 
fact that, having acquired Portuguese nationality, he promised to donate 1.2 million 
euros to build the Jewish Museum of Lisbon. Mayor Fernando Medina actually said in 
public that this donation was “one of the greatest financial contributions by a private 
donor to a project in the country’s capital city”20.

62. However, the strategy of the conspirators included not mentioning the name of Patrick 
Drahi. The idea was to raise a great cloud to sully and destroy Drahi in the midst of 
such a maelstrom no one would dare say that he was the main target of the operation 
the police designated “Open Door”.

63. Unlike Patrick Drahi, Roman Abramovich saw his name launched worldwide, because 
the conspirators did everything they could to use a convenient actor and a convenient 
country – the Russian Federation – to blacken the Sephardic Law and attack the 
strongest Jewish Community in Portugal.

64. The case was divulged as involving fake prior donations to the Jewish Community of 
Oporto, Wikipedia swindles and trickery by the Jewish freemasonry (in actual fact, 
B’nai B’rith International), apparently a corruption scam the antisemites attributed 
to the Board (and not to the Rabbinate) with the clear objective of jailing all the 
nomenclature, completely destroying the Jewish Community of Oporto as they 
have always wanted to do, always wanted to do and will always continue to do in  
the future.

20 https://www.dn.pt/sociedade/museu-judaico-em-alfama-abre-portas-em-2017-5402190.html 
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However, the Sephardic certification department of the Jewish Community of 
Oporto has its own leadership that does not depend on the Board of Directors. The 
nomenclature of the Community heard that Roman Abramovich had been certified 
three weeks after the event.

65. Television channels and newspapers exposed the names and faces of all the Community’s 
secular and religious leaders, not forgetting employees.

66. Not content with this, the antisemites said in the newspapers that the grant of Roman 
Abramovich’s nationality had to imply corruption on the part of the Registry Office, 
because it had been obtained in a mere five months. The fact of the matter is that, at 
Oporto Jewish Community suggestion, the Government considered this to be a case 
of national interest and expedited the request.

67. The Board of Directors never made a secret of the case of Roman Abramovich, which it 
believed to be an honour for Portugal, like the cases of other Jewish benefactors living 
in the United States, Israel, France, the United Kingdom and China.

In September 2020, the community informed the Minister for the Economy and 
the Mayor of Oporto about this case; in October it informed the Justice Ministry 
and the Prime Minister’s cabinet, and then made it known to the Registry Office, 
requesting swiftness in the national interest.

These reasons were heard and the applicant acquired Portuguese nationality in April 
2021.

68. According to his spokesperson, Abramovich had “plans to make financial investments 
and provide donations to charities, to preserve Jewish heritage and support society in 
general in Portugal.”21

Having been targeted by so much malicious news, Roman Abramovich apparently 
cancelled his plans and has not spent a single cent in Portugal. As part of EU sanctions 
against Russian interests, even the house in the Algarve which was “seized” because it 
was his, belongs in fact to an English couple that now wants to sue the State.

21 https://expresso.pt/sociedade/2022-02-16-abramovich-nao-foi-contactado-sobre-inqueritos-e-mantem-que-
cumpriu-a-lei
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VII. THE ANTISEMITISM…

69. Modern European antisemitism attacks the real Jewish strengths – strong communities, 
laws beneficial to Jews, wealthy Jews, the state of Israel, the age-old principles of Judaism 
–, and some Jewish leaders are accountable not to the community but to donors, many 
of whom have agendas and an unwillingness to make waves.  

“They’re fighting the old war [1945]. They’re fighting the Nazis”, according to Avi 
Goldwasser of the Jewish Leadership Project22.

70. The Anti-Defamation League (ADL) was right. In 2014 it commissioned an opinion 
poll on Portuguese territory and concluded that there were at least 1,8 million 
Portuguese with antisemitic feelings. The Jews are hated for their behaviour (25%), 
the Jews only care about themselves (26%), the Jews consider themselves better than 
others (21%), the Jews are very powerful (43%), the Jews are influential in the financial 
markets (43%), the Jews control world business (21%), the Jews control the United 
s Government (23%), the Jews control the media (17%), the Jews are responsible for 
most wars (15%), Portuguese Jews are more loyal to Israel than to Portugal (56%), the 
Jews talk too much about the Holocaust (49%), etc.

71. By virtue of the 2013/2015 legislation promoting the return of Sephardic Jews, the 
Jewish community grew significantly. This was followed by exponential growth in 
antisemitism.

72. In 2020, there was a smear campaign against the nationality law that concealed its 
positive effects and shared antisemitic stereotypes, exaggerations, negative feelings 
against Israel, slanders without any evidence, falsifications, and historical revisionism, 
amongst others.

73. This document will reveal an antisemitic debate (2020) and a violent and orchestrated 
political, media, and legal antisemitic conspiracy (2021-2022) which also demonstrates 
elements of corruption.

The exchange of benefits between some players is the only way to explain that 
conspiracy.

74. The perpetrators of the possible crimes are unknown, and the Jewish community of 
Oporto does not accuse the Portuguese State of antisemitism. It accuses State agents.

22 https://portuguesejewishnews.com/news/jewish-leaders-have-betrayed-failed-our-community/ 
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75. In 2022, besides terrorizing the Community, the creation in public opinion of a climate 
of suspicion and corruption against the law of the Sephardim and the strongest Jewish 
community in Portugal served the following purposes:

 – To end (in practice) with the legal regime granting Portuguese nationality to Jews 
of Sephardic origin, and to silence any voice that might disagree with the end of 
that legislation.

 – To reject (politically) the large influx of Israeli citizens with an interest in 
Portuguese nationality. About 40,000 have already obtained nationality and 
this number would tend to grow significantly, as the total number of possible 
candidates is about 1 million people. The increase in the Israeli population 
in Portugal corresponds to the increase in support for Israel. The political 
mindset of leftists has not tolerated the image of a strong state of Israel since the  
six-day war.

 – To establish the “Operation Open Door” police investigation, based on anonymous 
denunciations by miscreants and possibly others created by the conspirators and 
agents of the State, in order to persecute the strongest Jewish community in 
Portugal, Patrick Drahi and the richest Jewish men in Portugal.

 – To falsely charge Patrick Drahi with the crime of corruption when acquiring 
Portuguese nationality in 2016; to break him in order to deliver MEO to a fund 
of non-Jewish Portuguese people; and to deprive him of the moral force necessary 
to contest the allegedly flawed public contest of SIRESP.

 – To prevent rich Jews of Portuguese nationality from investing in strategic sectors 
in Portugal, ie, to avoid more “Patrick Drahis” in Portugal, that is, to make false 
charges of corruption against the richest men in Portugal, all Jews, all of different 
origins: Michael Kadoorie (United Kingdom, Hong Kong), Andery Rappaport 
(Ukraine and Cyprus), Roman Abramovich (Russia and Israel) and others, besides 
Patrick Drahi (Morocco, France).

 – To crush the Jewish community which until ten years ago was one of the smallest, 
most insignificant communities in Europe, and is today one of the strongest 
as regards religious life, promotion of Jewish culture, social philanthropy and 
combating antisemitism. Suffice it to say that in 2021 the Holocaust Museum 
of Oporto received the highest number of visitors of any museum in Portugal, 
including forty thousand children, who were given free admission23.

 – To obtain from the Community (by means of police “seizure”) all the 
communications it had established over the last ten years with the Jewish 
world as a whole, i.e., with all the world’s major Jewish organisations (B’nai 
B’rith International, Anti-Defamation League, European Jewish Association, 
etc.) and embassies from dozens of countries.

23 https://jewishcommunityofoporto.blogspot.com/2022/05/jewish-activities-in-oporto.html
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76. We are faced with a case of unthinkable soviet-style antisemitism in Europe, arguably 
the greatest antisemitic conspiracy of the 21st century, involving leading Government 
figures, members of Parliament, and private and State media agents. The exchange of 
benefits between some players is the only way to explain that conspiracy.

77. The antisemitic actions involved a criminal organisation dedicated to nocturnal raids 
on private homes and law offices of people supposedly connected with the Jewish 
businessman Patrick Drahi, fake accusations of drug trafficking, use of “anonymous 
sources” (anonymous, to avoid being sued) who have already been convicted in court 
for defamation of members and collaborators of the Jewish Community of Oporto, 
attempt to locate and destroy a flash drive containing compromising information for 
State agents, and so on.

78. These actions occurred in tandem with attacks on the Community by media agents 
which together with State agents and influencers for months created a very hostile 
atmosphere against the Community in the press. Old people crying, children afraid 
of going to school because they were Jewish, the Head Rabbi being attacked at a 
supermarket, entire families suffering unwarranted exposure in the newspapers and 
on television, no one in the Community escaped this Inquisition-style “purification”, 
from religious and secular leaders – rabbis, presidents, former presidents, vice-
presidents, treasurers, members, secretaries – to the museologist, the doorkeeper and 
simple friends.

79. The conspirators were steeped in the ancient antisemitic stereotype of money and the 
old myths of trickery, corruption, business deals and international Freemasonry, tried 
to link the Oporto Jewish Community to fake schemes with Russia, falsely spread 
that its leaders embezzled the organisation’s resources, fostered a police investigation 
and searches based on “anonymous” denunciations (like in the late fifteenth century 
and the ensuing Inquisition), invaded the synagogue, and had a dozen police officers 
looking for suitcases of money in the house of the granddaughter of the “Portuguese 
Dreyfus”. Captain Barros Basto, the founder of the Community, was also a victim of 
anonymous denunciations from the dregs of society in the 30’s.

80. It is necessary to remember that the Jewish Community of Oporto was founded by 
an army officer who was expelled from the army for being Jewish and who is known 
throughout the world as the “Portuguese Dreyfus”. Captain Barros Basto was expelled 
from the army in 1937.

In 2012, by request of his granddaughter, the Fundamental Rights Committee (the 
1st Committee) of the Portuguese Parliament stated that Barros Basto had suffered 
political and religious segregation for being Jewish. The Portuguese Parliament made 
a recommendation to the Government that the Captain Barros Basto should be 
readmitted to the Army with the appropriate rank.
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In 2013 the Army stated that he could have been a Colonel since 2 November 1945. 
The Captain’s family accepted that reconstitution of his career, but until today, despite 
the various requests from international organizations, the State continues without 
giving the family a sheet of paper with the reintegration of Barros Basto into the army 
with the rank of colonel. - Document 6



27                                                       COMUNIDADE JUDAICA DO PORTO | JEWISH COMMUNITY OF OPORTO
Sinagoga Kadoorie Mekor Haim, Rua de Guerra Junqueiro, 340 | 4150-386 Porto – Portugal
direccao@comunidade-israelita-porto.org | www.comunidade-israelita-porto.org | jewishcommunityofoporto.blogspot.com

VIII. THE ATTEMPT TO DESTROY THE LAW OF THE 
SEPHARDIM IN 2020

81. The sovereignty of the Portuguese State which can end or change this law and any other 
law at any time is not in question, but the procedure to improve the law could and 
should have been implemented without any antisemitism and without jeopardizing 
the image and security of Sephardic Jews and the Portuguese Jewish communities. 
That is not what happened.

82. To suppose that some politicians get along well with dozens of thousands Israelis of 
Portuguese citizenship, with a tendency to increase, is to suppose the absurd. It is 
necessary to tell the truth.

83. In April 2020 and in the months that followed there was a debate in the Portuguese 
Parliament regarding the legal regime that granted Portuguese nationality to Jews of 
Sephardic origin.

The debate was promoted and launched by three people:

I – The Foreign Affairs Minister, Augusto Santos Silva

II – The Justice Minister, Francisca Van Dunem

III – The Vice-President of the Socialist Party Parliamentary group, Constança 
Urbano de Sousa

These friends promoted and launched the debate, even if they were eventually used 
by third parties to carry out the acts that each practiced and that are amply proven.

84. The President of the Portuguese Republic Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa said to another 
reputable politician: “It is a “Palestinian issue” of the Minister of Foreign Affairs” 
(“É uma questão-Palestina do Ministro dos Negócios Estrangeiros). - Minutes 
number 86 of the Board of Directors of the Jewish Community of Oporto, September 
23, 2020.

Witnesses: Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa, Manuel Alegre,  
José Vera Jardim, Alberto Martins, and Ribeiro e Castro.
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85. In breach of all procedural rules of the Parliament, and in order to hide the fact that she 
quietly wished to change the Sephardic Law in the midst of the pandemic, Constança 
Urbano de Sousa resorted to a trick: with no preliminary discussion or debate, she 
included her proposal in the proposals of a working group that had been set up to 
review immigration laws. The trick was explained in detail by former MEP Ribeiro e 
Castro, in his article, “The anti-Jewish track in Parliamentary tricks”24.

86. Since the 2013/2015 legislation did not require Jews of Sephardic origin to live in 
Portugal, Constança Urbano Sousa (in coordination with said ministers Santos Silva 
and Van Dunem) tried to impose a two-year residence period in Portugal before the 
nationality application25.

87. Sousa’s proposal was obviously legitimate, but the explanatory memorandum of the 
proposal only spoke of the supposed negative effects of the law and none of its positive 
effects. In an attempt to mobilise the Portuguese people against Sephardic Jews, 
Urbano de Sousa brandished arguments like “convenience passports” (with no specific 
example given), “deals for genealogists and lawyers” (who are freelance professionals 
independent of the Jewish communities), “abusive advertising in Israel” (also carried 
out in Goa, Brazil and other countries) and “tens of millions of candidates” (fully 
aware that the Iberian Sephardic diaspora comprises about 1 million people, possibly 
one-fifth of whom may come to apply for Portuguese nationality).

88. The aim of the 2013/2015 legislators (to reconnect Portugal to the Sephardic diaspora 
originally from Sepharad), the 1000% numeric growth of the Portuguese Jewish 
community as a whole and the work carried out by the Community in particular, over 
all these years were deliberately silenced. No mention was made of the construction of 
centres for young Jews, kosher restaurants, shops and other establishments, a Jewish 
cemetery, the largest Chabad Centre in Europe, the Jewish Museum of Oporto, the 
building for the Holocaust Museum, the Jewish Cinema of Oporto, the production of 
three feature films that won international awards (“Sefarad”, “1618” and “The Light 
of Judah”), the repair and treatment of archives containing Inquisition proceedings 
in danger of rotting in the Torre do Tombo (the National Archive), setting up the 
largest Jewish library in Portugal and Spain. The Community has also fought 
antisemitism, given money to the poor, the sick and the elderly, to hospitals, to kolelim 
(congregations) and synagogues around the world, to cultural centres and initiatives, 
for Shabbat meals for Jewish communities in fourteen countries, to mikveh centres, 
schools and cemeteries in Jerusalem, Ashdod, Moscow and Bangkok, to food banks in 
a number of countries, and to provide aid for catastrophes in African and Asia, for all 
Keren Hayesod projects in Israel, for community actions of the Oporto Diocese and 
for the Mukhayriq world initiative, designed once again to bring together Jews and 
Muslims who are beset by mutual incomprehension.

24 https://observador.pt/opiniao/a-viela-anti-judaica-nos-truques-parlamentares/ 
25https://www.publico.pt/2020/05/12/politica/noticia/descendentes-sefarditas-terao-residir-dois-anos-
pais-1916037
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89. Joshua Ruah, former President of the Jewish Community of Lisbon for more than 20 
years, accused the proposed amendments made in Parliament of being a reflection of 
“pure antisemitism”26.

90. The Portuguese Jewish communities of Oporto and Lisbon objected to the proposal 
submitted by Constança Urbano de Sousa, and they offered many suggestions for 
improving the law.

Then a group of antisemites that included Constança Urbano de Sousa and some 
journalists and influencers started a significant smear campaign. Sephardic Jews in 
general and Portuguese Jewish communities were humiliated by the antisemites who 
joined forces and used all possible means.

A short summary:

 – Antisemitic stereotypes (such as “material interests”, “business” and “money”),

 – Antisemitic sentences (like “the applicants only want passports of convenience”, 
that is, they are second-rate Portuguese),

 – Antisemitic exaggerations (like “there are tens of millions of candidates”),

 – Antisemitic comments (such as “Sephardic applicants have children and spouses” 
and “Sephardic Jews are born every minute”),

 – Antisemitic feeling against Israel (manufacturing a scandal with the number of 
applicants from the largest Sephardic community in the world, and condemning 
abusive advertising only in Israel, not other countries),

 – Antisemitic slanders without any evidence (“to obtain citizenship the applicants 
only need to pay thousands of euros to genealogists, lawyers and Portuguese Jewish 
communities”),

 – Antisemitic falsifications (clipping phrases from official websites of the communities 
out of context in order to distort their meaning),

 – Antisemitic lies (falsely saying that the law necessarily requires applicants to have 
a Portuguese name or to speak Ladino),

 – Antisemitic omissions (not presenting one simple example of a convenience passport 
and omitting any positive effect of the law, which include the investments in Portugal 
by Sephardic Jews and the growth of Portuguese Jewish communities), and

 – Other antisemitic behaviour during a pandemic, such as historical revisionism, 
spreading hate on social media plataforms and attempts to use journalist friends, 
media agents, columnists, and professional slanderers to manufacture scandals 
against the Portuguese Jewish communities.

All of these facts are objective, there are written or recorded records of them.27

26 https://setemargens.com/nacionalidade-para-sefarditas-perplexidades-perante-a-proposta-antissemita-de-
alteracao-a-lei/ 
27 http://jewishcommunityofoporto.blogspot.com/2022/05/the-destruction-of-sephardic-law.html
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91. Constança Urbano de Sousa compared the exponential reproduction of the Sephardim 
to the coronavirus and said that together with her two children she will be responsible 
for one million descendants 250 years down the line. Commenting this statement, 
the great Portuguese sociologist, Salgado Matos, said that “If that were the case, there 
would be so many million Portuguese that they would not fit into Portugal”28.

92. In May, Urbano de Sousa was able to find a single “suspect case”. Blaise Baquiche, 
descended from Jews of Portuguese and Egyptian origin, was used to blacken the Jewish 
Community of Oporto, for allegedly not being a Jew of Sephardic origin. However the 
applicant made a public statement and informed that his family was Sephardic on all 
sides and members of the Jewish Community of Oporto since the 1960s. Indeed, one 
relative – Henry Tillo –, had even been President of Oporto Industrial Association, 
had created Exponor and was a close friend of mayors Rui Moreira and Rui Rio and 
other prominent Oporto citizens29.

93. Once again, the sovereignty of the Portuguese State which can end or change any law 
at any time is not in question, but Constança Urbano de Sousa showed hatred towards 
the Sephardic Law.

Quoting Francisco José Viegas, former minister of culture and member of Lisbon’s 
Jewish Community, “Constança Urbano de Sousa was the antisemite on duty”: 
(Newspaper Correio da Manhã, 2 Jun 2020)

94. The conflicts between Sousa and Altice (Patrick Drahi) began in 2017, at the time of 
the fires in Portugal which led to the death of 116 people and many injured. Urbano 
de Soussa, then Minister of Internal Administration, had demonstrated her political 
inability when she went away on holiday to Algarve as the fires broke out. She was 
dismissed by the Prime Minister but before leaving requested an audit into the SIRESP 
operation, questioning the role of Altice, which is a shareholder in SIRESP and also a 
telecoms supplier30.

95. Addressing Parliament in June 2020, Justice Minister Francisca Van Dunem considered 
that the law should have an end date, a suggestion that until then had never been raised 
by anyone.31

96. Minister Augusto Santos Silva, also addressing Parliament, described the positive 
effects of the law as merely “visits by a few tourists”32,

28 https://estadoeigreja.wordpress.com
29 https://www.publico.pt/2020/05/22/opiniao/noticia/nao-siga-passos-grabretanha-refutacao-constanca-urbano-
sousa-1917549 
30 https://www.jornaldenegocios.pt/economia/detalhe/constanca-urbano-de-sousa-ordena-auditoria-ao-siresp
31https://www.jn.pt/nacional/sefarditas-van-dunem-quer-limite-de-dez-anos-para-pedir-
nacionalidade-12345079.html
32 https://canal.parlamento.pt/?cid=4613&title=audicao-do-ministro-de-estado-e-dos-negocios-estrangeiros
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and added that if Parliament did not alter the law, “sooner or later it would be 
demanded by public opinion”, often confused by opinion published by...

[Note: This was exactly what happened after December 2021 and during the first 
months of 2022, with the media absolutely decimating the romanticism of the law and 
the strongest Jewish community in Portugal.]

97. The Community asked Parliament to hear, in writing from 16750 new Portuguese 
who have benefited from the Sephardic Law in the last five years. The Parliament 
objected. No one wanted to know how almost 200 thousand people were certified 
in Spain in under four years, they were more interested in knowing how the two 
Portuguese communities were able to certify one-third of that number over a much 
longer period of time.

98. In an attempt to create a conflict or an atmosphere of tension between Jews and 
Muslims, the people behind this endeavour to destroy the law began to wave the 
banner of Muslim discrimination.

This is doubly antisemitic for, like the Sephardim, Muslims of Portuguese origin can 
apply for Portuguese nationality (LN Article 6.6). This level of distortion of the truth 
plainly shows the antisemitic state of mind behind it all.

99. In an attempt to discredit the commissions of the Jewish communities of Lisbon and 
Oporto (invited by the State to certify candidates’ Sephardic heritage, given their 
knowledge of the Jewish world) the people who never devoted a word to the billions 
of Euros invested in Portugal by Sephardic Jews began to use the “money” stereotype 
against the Community, regarding the fees charged to analyse the applications.

The revenues were intended for and used by the Community to fulfil its mission, to 
promote Jewish religion, Jewish life, Jewish culture and to help brothers and sisters of faith, 
in partnership with the largest Jewish organizations in the world. Fees from the Jewish 
world to the Jewish world, as well as to promote peace and charity, and make the world a 
better place, this was the “business” that antisemites were talking about for months.

100.  A highly regarded representative of Lisbon community’s committee was accused on a 
television programme of not being impartial as she was Jewish; in turn, the commission 
of the Community, headed by the Oporto Rabbinate, was accused of using Halacha 
(the Jewish law) to verify if candidates were Jewish. It was as if the Jewish applicants 
could not be certified by a law dedicated to Sephardic Jews, but only Christians, 
Muslims, Buddhists, etc.

The applicant for Portuguese nationality must be Jewish in accordance with Halacha 
or have at least one Jewish parent, without which it is not possible to claim a traditional 
connection with the Portuguese Sephardic Community (“tradição de pertença”).
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101. In an attempt to set the Lisbon and Oporto communities against each other, the people 
behind this endeavour to destroy the law started saying that the former accused the 
latter of not being “lay”, that is, it only certified Jews so as not to lose its operability and 
not to be slowed down by complex cases of non-Jews. The Lisbon community never 
said any such thing.

In March 2015 it was agreed between the Justice Ministry and the communities that 
the Jewish Community of Oporto would focus its activity mainly on the cases of Jews 
descended from traditional families of the Sephardic communities (for instance, the 
Turkish Jews of the Abibe, Haleva, Alcalay and Benveniste families and the Moroccan 
Jews of the Abitbol, Athias, Sebag and Zagury families) while the Lisbon Jewish 
Community would also accept for analysis the cases of non-Jews, a task that in addition 
to everything else involves time-consuming perusals of palaeographic transcriptions of 
Inquisition processes, lengthy genealogies and the verification of the status of being a 
“New Christian” (and not an “Old Christian”) from the forebears of the candidates.

102. During the debate, the great hostility towards the large number of Israeli citizens 
who had applied for nationality was evident. Diplomats, journalists, economists, 
entrepreneurs, businessmen, bankers, teachers, people of culture and many other 
Israeli citizens applied for Portuguese nationality.

In Portugal the political mindset of leftists has not tolerated the image of a strong 
state of Israel since the six-day war. The increase in the Israeli population in Portugal 
corresponds to the increase in support for Israel.

103. To take advantage of the illegal advertising practised in Israel, the people behind this 
endeavour to destroy the law tried to link said advertising to the Portuguese Jewish 
communities. Again, the methods used were appalling.

In 2018, the Jewish Community of Oporto hired Leon Amiras, an Israeli lawyer, 
to try to set advertising guidelines for operators and lawyers, forbidding anything that 
might discredit Portugal’s name and its flag, and reducing permissible advertising to an 
explanation of the steps in the law and the rights of Portuguese citizens.

The antisemites used the name and the image of the lawyer as if he himself were 
an agent of illegal advertising in Israel, in the pay of the Community. Total bad faith.

Witness: Leon Amiras.
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104. Antisemites shouted that the Jewish Community of Oporto advised lawyers to the 
applicants, in order to earn money.

On the official Community page, it reads something quite different:

“Once the applicant has received a Certificate from the Jewish Community of 
Oporto or the Jewish Community of Lisbon attesting to his/her ties to a Jewish 
Sephardic Community of Portuguese origin, it is prudent that he/she seek legal advice 
in the preparation and submission of the documents required for application to the 
Portuguese Government for Portuguese nationality. If the application is rejected by 
the Portuguese Government, an appeal to an Administrative Court must be interposed 
by a knowledgeable lawyer who will need to be already familiar with the case. If this 
not done within the established period, the application will be rejected definitively 
and the applicant will not be able to obtain Portuguese citizenship through this law. 
Lawyers who usually work for the Jewish Community of Oporto: Yolanda Busse, 
Oehen Mendes & Associados and Mrs. Monica Teixeira. However, there are 30,000 
lawyers in Portugal and the petition for Portuguese Nationality addressed to the 
Portuguese Government can be submitted by any lawyer. The Community is not 
partner of any lawyer.”

In another segment of the page, referring to lawyers from all areas of activity who 
work with the Community, it is possible to read:

“Some Law Offices which work with the Community in Portugal:

 – PLMJ – Sociedade de Advogados, RL

 – Morais Leitão, Galvão Teles, Soares da Silva & Associados

 – Oehen Mendes - Yolanda Busse, Oehen Mendes & Associados

 – Mónica João Teixeira and Carla Quaresma - Sociedade de Advogados

 – Campos Pereira, Pedro Alhinho, Leopoldo Carvalhais, Cãndida Mesquita & 
Associados - Sociedade de Advogados

 – Rui Silva Leal and Mónica Quintela - Advogados”

105. To create a favourable environment for the imposition of a final deadline in the law, 
those wishing its destruction attempted to reduce it to a symbolic act of the past, a 
historic reparation.

However, the preamble to Executive Act 30-A/2015, has a vision of the future 
and foresees “the exercise of the right of return of the descendants of Sephardic Jews 
of Portuguese origin who wish to do so”, explaining that the communities expelled 
from Sepharad settled “in some regions of the Mediterranean (Gibraltar, Morocco, 
Southern France, Italy, Croatia, Greece, Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, Israel, Jordan, Egypt, 
Libya, Tunisia and Algeria), northern Europe (London, Nantes, Paris, Antwerp, 
Brussels, Rotterdam and Amsterdam), Brazil, Antilles and the US, among others”, with 
particular emphasis on the Megorashim who founded the modern Jewish Community 
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of Lisbon: “Descendants of Sephardic Jews who had taken refuge in Morocco and 
Gibraltar returned to Portugal in the early nineteenth century”.

106. Antisemites tried to mobilize Portuguese society against Jews, reduced the effects of 
the law to passports of convenience, made Sephardic Jews into second-class citizens, 
linked Portuguese Jewish communities to alleged business with Portuguese nationality, 
and so on.

(Again, all of these facts are objective, there are written or recorded records of 
them33.)

107. We repeat the sovereignty of the Portuguese State which can end or change any law 
at any time is not in question, but the procedure was not implemented without 
antisemitism.

The one thing the antisemites forgot to do was to start an investigation based on 
anonymous denunciations from themselves, or another similar action, another Dreyfus 
case.

Until… 2021 and 2022.

33 http://jewishcommunityofoporto.blogspot.com/2022/05/the-destruction-of-sephardic-law.html
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IX. THE ANTISEMITIC CONSPIRACY IN 2021 AND 
2022...

108. An antisemitic conspiracy was born in late 2021 and extended throughout 2022. The 
real perpetrators of the conspiracy are unknown yet.

Some names of State agents and media agents who played a role in that conspiracy 
will be revealed, even if they were not aware of it, that is, even if they were eventually 
used by third parties to carry out the objectionable acts that each practiced and that 
are amply proven.

109. The authors of the antisemitic conspiracy invented a fantastical story about an “open 
door” to immigration in exchange for “money” which was based on the following 
allegations:

(i) The legislation of 2013/2015 was prepared by the Jewish Community of Oporto.

(ii) The Jewish Community of Oporto prepared that legislation in order to falsely 
certify the Sephardic origin of the candidates.

(iii) The Jewish Community of Oporto turned the certification process into a 
business.

(Answers to this criminal theory are at point 52.)

110. The conspirators ignored every contribution made by members of the Jewish 
Community of Lisbon towards the creation of the law (More information in points 
no. 54 to 58), ignored that the Patrick Drahi's own certification was done by that 
Community, reduced the so-called Sephardic Law to the fees charged by the Jewish 
Community of Oporto (€250), spread the false allegations that the leaders of this 
community embezzled the organisation's money, involved them in suspicions of 
corruption with Jewish billionaires and created an atmosphere of terror and hostile 
news through the agency of half a dozen handpicked journalists.

People's religious beliefs, their work for the benefit of the community, their merits, 
and their honour were called into question. A civic murder perpetrated by players who 
will now have a place in history themselves.



36                                                       COMUNIDADE JUDAICA DO PORTO | JEWISH COMMUNITY OF OPORTO
Sinagoga Kadoorie Mekor Haim, Rua de Guerra Junqueiro, 340 | 4150-386 Porto – Portugal

direccao@comunidade-israelita-porto.org | www.comunidade-israelita-porto.org | jewishcommunityofoporto.blogspot.com

111. The conspiracy, paternally guided from above, has made use of an amalgam of people 
and organisations, with particular emphasis on the following:

 – A criminal organisation dedicated to nocturnal raids on private homes and law 
offices of people supposedly connected with the Jewish businessman Patrick 
Drahi, with the aim of finding “proof” of absurd theories.

No proof was found because it does not exist, but the raids took place in 2022 
and manifest the criminal nature of a conspiracy that makes use of all means at its 
disposal.

 – Francisca Van Dunem sent “anonymous” denunciations for criminal investigation 
by authorities whose leaders she herself named and, in the midst of the news terror 
about the “Operation Open Door” made a regulation that destroyed the Sephardic 
law in practical terms, and dismissed the President of SIRESP (Perdigão Neves) 
who fought against a international public tender that constitutes a direct award to 
Motorola and is unfavorable to Altice belonging to the Portuguese Sephardic Jew 
Patrick Drahi.

 – Constança Urbano de Sousa and other people linked to her and to the Socialist 
Party, who have for months been frantically circling journalists-collaborators and 
the police, in a constant trafficking of information and fantastical theories.

In 2020, Constança Urbano de Sousa tried to destroy the Sephardic law 
(together with Francisca Van Dunem and Augusto Santos Silva) by brandishing 
arguments like “convenience passports”, “deals for genealogists and lawyers” and 
“tens of millions of candidates”. She compared the exponential reproduction of 
the Sephardim to the coronavirus and said that together with her two children she 
will be responsible for one million descendants 250 years down the line.

 – Journalists like Manuel Carvalho and Paulo Curado (“Público”), Rita Carvalho 
(“RTP”), and Luciana Leiderfarb (“Expresso”) who practiced blatant antisemitism 
(https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/antisemitism-persists-in-portugal/). All of them 
received “anonymous” denunciations to work with.

Through the denunciations they published and circulated, many other 
journalists began to say that Portuguese passports were being trafficked.

 – Influencers like Ana Gomes (who also received “anonymous” denunciations and 
another politically motivated) and Paulo Morais who (with the passionate aid 
of friends such as João Paulo Batalha) has been guided by a superior “university 
classmate” who was expelled from the Jewish Community of Oporto a decade 
ago, and by another man, also expelled five years ago, for having been sentenced 
in court for slandering members and collaborators of that community and for 
holding that non-Jews are “shit”, that non-Jews are persons “lacking human 
quality”, that non-Jews are people “with no value”, that non-Jews “are repulsive”, 
that non-Jews are “despicable”, that non-Jews are “disgusting”, that non-Jews are 
“filthy”, that non-Jews are “dirty”, amongst other insults (Oporto Criminal Court, 
Case 10444/16.0T9PRT).
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Once again, through the denunciations they circulated, many other influencers 
and commentators began to say that Portuguese passports were being trafficked.

 – People connected to an Israeli proselytising organisation linked to false conversions 
to Judaism and journalistic corruption. The two above-mentioned people who were 
expelled from the Community (and probably together with other “anonymous” 
sources) are linked to, and converted to Judaism with the help of, said organisation, 
which was itself expelled from the Jewish communities of Oporto and Lisbon over 
a decade ago.

Confidential correspondence that in 2016 the Jewish Community of Oporto 
sent to the Minister of Justice Francisca Van Dunem regarding that proselytizing 
organization was published in a newspaper.

(More information in point no. 153)

112. The real conspirators wanted:

 – To end (in practice) with the legal regime granting Portuguese nationality to Jews 
of Sephardic origin, and to silence any voice that possibly disagree with the end 
of that legislation.

 – To reject (politically) the large influx of Israeli citizens with an interest in 
Portuguese nationality. About 40,000 have already obtained nationality and this 
number would tend to grow significantly, as for as the total number of possible 
candidates is about 1 million people.

 – To establish the “Operation Open Door” police investigation, based on anonymous 
denunciations by miscreants and possibly others created by the conspirators and 
agents of the State, in order to persecute the strongest Jewish community in 
Portugal, Patrick Drahi and the richest Jewish men in Portugal.

 – To falsely charge Patrick Drahi with the crime of corruption when acquiring 
Portuguese nationality in 2016; to break him in order to deliver MEO to a fund 
of Portuguese people; and to deprive him of the moral force necessary to contest 
the allegedly flawed public contest of SIRESP.

 – To prevent rich Jews of Portuguese nationality from investing in strategic sectors 
in Portugal, ie, to avoid more “Patrick Drahis” in Portugal, that is, to make false 
charges of corruption against the richest men in Portugal, all Jews, all of different 
origins: Michael Kadoorie (United Kingdom, Hong Kong), Andery Rappaport 
(Ukraine and Cyprus), Roman Abramovich (Russia and Israel) and others, besides 
Patrick Drahi (Morocco, France).

 – To crush the Jewish community which until ten years ago was one of the 
smallest, most insignificant communities in Europe, and is today one of 
the strongest as regards religious life, promotion of Jewish culture, social 
philanthropy and combating antisemitism. Suffice it to say that in 2021 the 
Holocaust Museum of Oporto received the highest number of visitors of any 
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museum in Portugal, including forty thousand children, who were given free 
admission.34

 – To obtain from the Community (by means of police “seizure”) all the 
communications it had established over the last ten years with the Jewish world 
as a whole, i.e., with all the world’s major Jewish organisations (B’nai B’rith 
International, Anti-Defamation League, European Jewish Association, etc.) and 
embassies from dozens of countries.

113. In the first phase of the smear campaign, the “anonymous” denunciations that recall 
the time of the Inquisition (accusations by people condemned for defamation and 
discriminatory acts, and by disgruntled and vindictive individuals) have circulated in 
the above media that destroyed the reputation of the “targets”.

Week after week, entire families were subject to libellous exposure in the newspapers, 
and slander on television, all based on anonymous denunciations. No one escaped this 
type of Inquisition-style “purification”, from religious and secular leaders – rabbis, 
presidents, former presidents, vice-presidents, treasurers, members, secretaries – as well 
as the museologist, and even the doorkeeper and friends of the Community.

114. Miriam Assor, a journalist, member of the Jewish community of Lisbon and author of 
the book “Famous Jews of Portugal”, wrote in the Times of Israel:

“Anonymous denunciations were made in sufficient numbers to enable this 
operation to be mounted – nameless, faceless denunciations, devoid of character such 
as those that in the 1930s destroyed the honor of Captain Barros Basto, founder of 
the Oporto Jewish Community and its current vice-president’s grandfather. History 
repeats itself. It is our duty to take actions in response to antisemitism, for that is 
what it is: antisemitism. We all know what comes next, something that makes the 
antisemites slobber – the intense exposure of people linked to the community: the 
rabbi, president, vice-president, museum curator and friends of the community such 
as myself.”35

115. It was Francisca Van Dunem (Minister of Justice) who collated some “anonymous” 
denunciations and others from the worst elements of society, and sent them off for 
criminal investigation by the Public Prosecutor’s Office and the Portuguese Criminal 
Police.36

34 https://jewishcommunityofoporto.blogspot.com/2022/05/jewish-activities-in-oporto.html
35 https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/antisemitism-persists-in-portugal/ 
36 https://expresso.pt/sociedade/2022-03-18-Caso-Abramovich-Francisca-Van-Dunem-pediu-investigacao-de-
sefarditas-e93798fa
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116. The heads of the Prosecutor General’s Office and of the Portuguese Criminal Police 
- Lucília Gago and Luís Neves – were appointed in 2018 by Francisca Van Dunem 
(Justice Minister).37

117. Lucília Gago and Luís Neves (close friends of Francisca Van Dunem and Constança 
Urbano de Sousa) are excellent professionals but they are not independent in relation 
to who appointed them to the roles they perform.

They are the main people responsible for the operation known as “Operation Open 
Door”, a name suggesting that the number of Jews who obtained Portuguese nationality 
over the last seven years under the terms of the law (57,000) is excessive and the result 
of fraud, even though there are at least one million possible candidates, and only about 
5% obtained Portuguese citizenship.

118. This complaint will immortalise “Operation Open Door”.

119. The judiciary was used politically as an instrument.

The former President of the Supreme Court of Justice declared that another huge 
lawsuit – known as the “Case of the Golden Visas” – constituted an example of 
“manipulation of a criminal investigation used as a concealed weapon to influence, 
condition or reverse society’s political tendencies, in the manner best suited to 
those who use, or make use of, it.”38

120. This was the communiqué of the Portuguese authorities on March 11th, 2022:

 – Criminal association.

 – Corruption.

 – Forgery.

 – Influence-trafficking.

 – Embezzlement and community money theft.

 – Money laundering.

121. Even the museologist was made a defendant for all these crimes.

37 https://www.tsf.pt/sociedade/justica/nomeacao-de-lucilia-gago-e-uma-continuidade-do-trabalho-9885313.html  
 https://justica.gov.pt/Noticias/Luis-Neves-tomou-posse-como-Diretor-Nacional-da-PJ 
38 https://www.publico.pt/2020/10/22/sociedade/noticia/antigo-presidente-supremo-teme-manipulacao-
interferencia-politica-investigacao-criminal-1936052
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122. The Jewish community of Oporto will never allow those accusations to disappear and 
be replaced by trivialities, secondary characters and rebuttable presumptions, as often 
happens in Portugal many years after they have destroyed people’s lives with a great 
media show.

123. During the investigation there were night thefts at law firms and private homes, fake 
accusations of drug trafficking, use of “anonymous” sources from a proselytizing 
organization linked to fake conversions to Judaism and journalist corruption, attempt 
to locate and destroy a flash drive containing the information now exposed, and so on 
(Points 148 to 157).

124. “Operation Open Door” has a list of about 20 suspects, which includes all the richest 
men in Portugal. From that list, the Jewish Community of Oporto had access to 15 
names.

All of them comply with the legal requirements needed to obtain a certificate from 
the Jewish Community, and paid a small fee. Below we will visit all these cases.

125. The anonymous denunciations assured the police that an office of a lawyer from 
Oporto (Monica Teixeira, who works with the nationality law and with foreign Jews 
belonging to the Jewish community) had a “secret file” with the documents of the rich 
Jews, starting with Patrick Drahi. Last July the police went to her office.

The “secret file” did not exist and the lawyer had not represented these Jews in the 
acquisition of nationality. Then the police went to look for the “secret file” upstairs, 
where an elderly man lived. He didn’t even know what a Sephardic Jew is.

Conspiracy theories!

126. According to document 1, the anonymous denunciations sent by criminals on 
someone’s advice to the Portuguese public prosecutor’s office were against Patrick 
Drahi and Roman Abramovich, but as the topic of Russia is toxic, the media 
campaign preferred to publicize the latter’s name and forget the first one, which will 
be burned later.

The name of Roman Abramovich has been held up by opponents of the Sephardic 
Law and their journalists and influencers as a poster child for why it should be repealed 
or revised

127. The idea of the unknown mentors of the conspiracy was that one day, sometime 
in the future, they would throw Drahi to the lions, Drahi and Michael Kadoorie, 
Andery Rappaport and others, in the midst of all the rubbish and the murkiness 
created around the Jewish Community of Oporto, “Russian oligarchs” and others 
thrown into the mix.



41                                                       COMUNIDADE JUDAICA DO PORTO | JEWISH COMMUNITY OF OPORTO
Sinagoga Kadoorie Mekor Haim, Rua de Guerra Junqueiro, 340 | 4150-386 Porto – Portugal
direccao@comunidade-israelita-porto.org | www.comunidade-israelita-porto.org | jewishcommunityofoporto.blogspot.com

128. In March the police invaded the Kadoorie synagogue as if it were a brothel, and rushed 
to the home of the Vice-President, granddaughter of Captain Barros Basto, the founder 
of the Jewish Community of Oporto, to look for bags stuffed with cash.

129. The Vice-President, who has spent her life trying to rehabilitate her grandfather 
(targeted by the Portuguese dictatorship, following anonymous denunciations in 
1934 and 1936, to destroy him and the Community) was also the victim of similar 
anonymous denunciations, to the point where her life was unimaginably brutalised. 
This distinguished septuagenarian economist, ailing following a serious accident, had 
to run to the bathroom as her house was invaded by more than ten people, whom she 
later learned were policemen, looking for bags stuffed with cash, as well as supposed 
fake invoices belonging to her husband.

130. More conspiracy theories emerged, which is normal in the case of Jews. In the 
anonymous letters that the agents of the Portuguese State sent to the police and the 
newsrooms of the newspapers, the Board member responsible for legal affairs (David 
Garrett) was charged with having written the legislation on the Sephardic nationality 
(approved unanimously by Parliament and the government in 2013 and 2015) in 
order to traffic passports for people like Patrick Drahi.

He was a reviled target, his name repeated in accusations, simply because for over 
a decade he had conducted the processes leading to the rehabilitation of Captain 
Barros Basto, the Kadoorie synagogue, and the community itself, with humility, never 
representing the institution or welcoming famous visitors, never giving an interview, 
never even making a speech to the congregation. As written by the oldest member of 
the Community, aged 93, “Nothing changed very much for the Synagogue for the 
next thirty to forty years — until one day someone came along to breathe new life into 
the old, empty Synagogue. The congregation grew, and grew, and now it makes me 
happy to see that the Synagogue has finally more than fulfilled its destiny.”

131. On June 15, 2022, the Board member responsible for legal affairs submitted a 
detailed exposition for case n.º 183/22.9T9LSB (“Operation Open Door”) on why 
he is the main target of the “anonymous” denunciations and conspiracy theories. - 
Document 7

The police visited his supposed law firm. The lawyer in question had not been to 
that office for twenty years and had never worked on any nationality process.

Maybe the hidden slanderers may at least know who they are talking about.39

Witness: David Garrett.

39 https://www.amazon.com/Interviewing-Regular-Joe-January-2020-ebook/dp/B0915LSMSY 
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132. The museologist of the Jewish Community of Oporto was harassed by five policemen 
for several hours (the old technique of “good cop, bad cop”), without a lawyer and 
stripped of what little he had in the way of savings in his home safe.

At the end of six months of investigation, without any evidence about the supposed 
“corruption” the police wanted to know from the museologist if the Community was 
involved in any “illegal action”.

Witness: Hugo Miguel Vaz.

133. The State television station “RTP” shared that the former President of the Oporto 
Jewish Community was born in Uzbekistan (part of the former Ottoman Empire) and 
that he owned a company that handled matters of emigration, “mainly to Canada, but 
also to Portugal”.

They were unaware of the fact that the former President was simply an institutional 
representative who did not have access to the certification department, the Community 
accounts and other departments operated independently.

134. A politically motivated letter arrived from Russia, written by someone who doesn’t 
even know what a Jew is, but who assumes that it might jeopardize the credibility of 
the local High Rabbinate recognized by the Chief Rabbinate of Israel.

This letter served to further politicize a process that was already 100% political. 
Shielding themselves with the Ukrainian war, Portuguese “sitting soldiers” took 
advantage of the global geopolitical situation to further harm the Jewish community 
of Oporto, which, however, has been a partner of Chabad Odessa for many years.

A Portuguese journalist, who traffics information with the police, dared to ask the 
Community if it was in favour of Russia in the Ukrainian war.

135. The Head Rabbi of the Community, the person in Portugal who is most qualified to 
issue certificates of Sephardic descent and who refused to certify a candidate to Chief 
Rabbi of Israel and a Brazilian minister, as well as many other well-known personalities 
from all over the world, was detained, compelled to stay in Portugal and humiliated 
worldwide, based on serious falsehoods: for certifying Patrick Drahi (who was actually 
certified by the Jewish Community of Lisbon), for having certified Roman Abramovich 
(who was actually certified, correctly, by the Russian Rabbinate and other evidence), 
for demanding the applicants’ “religious belief ” (which he never did, for being Jewish 
is a matter of matrilineal genealogy), for corrupting registry offices (when, as far 
as the Community is aware, he is not familiar with any of them), for embezzling the 
money from the fees paid by the Sephardim (which is technically impossible at CIP/
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CJP), for laundering money from embezzlements that never took place and for the 
alleged intellectual disloyalty of the Chief Rabbis of countries with very strong Jewish 
communities.

The episode of the rabbi’s arrest befittied a third-world country. The arrest at the 
airport was made to create the narrative of a runaway. One newspaper was immediately 
and falsely informed that the rabbi had three million euros in his suitcases. The 
authorities and the newspaper deliberately omitted the fact that the rabbi lives in Israel 
and travels regularly to and from Portugal throughout the year. At the police quarters 
the rabbi was illegally subjected to photographs and finger-printing and placed in a cell 
with a murderer, deprived of his tzitzit and his prayer book, prevented from wearing 
his tefillin, denied access to kosher food (he spent more than 24 hours without eating) 
and forced to breach the Sabbath to respond via microphone to absurd questions by 
those who had arrested him for ridiculous reasons.

Witness: The Head Rabbi Daniel Litvak.

136. On March 11, the Court released the Head Rabbi and did not prevent him from 
continuing to issue certificates of Sephardic descent.

However, the Board of Directors of the Jewish Community of Oporto decided to 
suspend this activity, as it refuses to cooperate with a State served by antisemitic people.

137. During the investigation the police seized the minutes books of the Board of Directors 
of the Oporto Jewish Community from 2012 until now. In these minute books there 
are no “crimes”, but the whole Jewish life of the organization, synagogue, community, 
museums, films, all contacts and conversations with the Jewish world for 10 years, 
such as the rabbinical authorities, B’nai B’rith International, Anti Defamation League, 
European Jewish Association, and the embassies of Israel, USA, UK, France, Sweden 
and dozens of other countries.

138. The great conspiracy served the current elites in Portugal.

139. All that remains is for the police to invade Oporto’s new Jewish Cemetery and the 
Holocaust Museum in search of more conspiracies. Police visited and thoroughly 
photographed a Community property for meetings and events with international 
Jewish organizations. The concerns of the ruling elites in Portugal are the alleged 
conspiracies of the Jews.

(Next September, a new meeting will be held with international Jewish organizations. 
The Portuguese elites are not invited to attend.)
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140. The exchange of benefits between some players is the only way to explain that 
conspiracy.

141. The Community inaugurated a new room in its Jewish Museum of Oporto. Hundreds 
of school children and tourists were the first to visit this new room which presents a 
timeline of antisemitism in Portugal from 2015 to 2022, with an explanation of the 
origin of the criminal proceedings.

The Community informed Parliament and the Press that soon there will also be 
a brightly lit display case containing all the accusations that led to these proceedings 
and photographs of all the characters who made, spread and took advantage of these 
charges for malign purposes. It will be done.
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X. IN MARCH, FRANCISCA VAN DUNEM (MINISTRY 
OF JUSTICE) DESTROYED THE “SEPHARDIC LAW”

142. Francisca Van Dunem played a role in the conspiracy, even if she was not aware of it, 
that is, even if she was eventually used by third parties to carry out the objectionable 
acts that she practiced and that are amply proven.

143. The Sephardic Law was effectively destroyed through Executive Act 26/2022 of 18 
March, which altered the regime applicable to the documents required for nationality 
processes for foreigners who are descended from Portuguese Sephardic Jews. Applicants 
will be required to present a certificate proving (i) “ownership, transmitted mortis 
causa, of rights over real estate located in Portugal, other personal rights or holdings 
in commercial companies or cooperatives based in Portugal”, or (ii) “regular travel to 
Portugal throughout the applicant’s life”, while it is also required that (iii) “such facts 
demonstrate a lasting and effective link to Portugal”40.

144. Francisca Van Dunem knew that the Jews forced to abandon Portugal centuries ago 
had had their assets confiscated. It is logically impossible for present-day Sephardic 
Jews to have inherited assets or holdings in companies or even to have been travelling 
to Portugal throughout their lives.

145. Van Dunem not only destroyed the law (which she had been attempting since 2020 
together with Constança Urbano de Sousa and Augusto Santos Silva), but also 
mistreated the Constitution of the Portuguese Republic. She is a jurist and knew that 
constitutionally, the Government cannot go against the letter and the spirit of a law 
of Historical Reparation unanimously approved by the Assembly of the Republic  
in 2013.

146. The Oporto Jewish Community had already ceased certifications. The law could have 
continued, had the problem been the Jewish community of Oporto.

However, said destruction had long been in the making, for Constança Urbano de 
Sousa’s proposal (dated April 2020) already established a transitional period until early 
2022.

The persecution of the Jewish community of Oporto, the false claims decried by the 
entire media and the smear campaign against the law were mere fireworks, allowing the 
plan devised for the start of 2022 to be implemented in the midst of all the commotion.

40 https://dre.pt/dre/detalhe/decreto-lei/26-2022-180657814  
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147. “Operation Open Door”, under the institutions headed by Lucília Gago and Luís 
Neves, was underway, and Francisca Van Dunem felt free to destroy this law because 
of the atmosphere of terror that had been deliberately caused. No one raised their voice 
to defend the law.

Defenders of the law such as Ribeiro e Castro, Manuel Alegre, Maria de Belém 
Roseira, José Vera Jardim, Alberto Martins and others, they disappeared to avoid being 
accused of colluding with fraud, corruption and business.

A big police partner (a newspaper called “Público”) immediately sought out Ribeiro 
e Castro to remind him that his law firm was doing some nationality cases for Sephardic 
Jews.
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XI. NIGHT THEFTS AT LAW FIRMS AND PRIVATE 
HOMES, FAKE ACCUSATIONS OF DRUG 
TRAFFICKING, USE OF "ANONYMOUS SOURCES" 
WHO HAVE ALREADY BEEN CONVICTED IN 
COURT FOR DEFAMATION OF MEMBERS OF 
THE JEWISH COMMUNITY, PROSELYTIZING 
ORGANIZATIONS, ATTEMPT TO LOCATE 
AND DESTROY A FLASH DRIVE CONTAINING 
COMPROMISING INFORMATION FOR STATE 
AGENTS, CAMPAIGN OF LIES AND CONSPIRACY 
THEORIES

148. 1st Qualified theft with burglary (punishable by up to 8 years in prison):

On 12 January, 2022, a night-time robbery of a lawyers’ office was carried out by 
thieves to steal digital information. A complaint was made to the police, and the Public 
Prosecutor’s Office opened an Case under no. 35/22.2PJPRT.  

The target was the law office of Monica Teixeira where in July the “Open Door 
Operation” tried to find a “secret file” with the documents of the rich Jews, starting 
with Patrick Drahi.

According to the police, the breaking of security doors showed a high level of 
professionalism.

The professional thieves found a reference to a woman lawyer with the same 
surname as a Board member of the Community, who performed minor “translation 
certification” services for that office, charging a fee of €25 (twenty five euros) per 
certification. On 10 February, a reporter from the newspaper Público (Sonae Group) 
used the information to ask that Board member about that very distant relation of his.

149. 2nd Qualified theft with burglary (punishable by up to 8 years in prison):

On 19 June, 2022, the house of that woman lawyer who performed minor 
“translation certification” services for the law office of Monica Teixeira was also robbed 
with a high level of professionalism. A complaint was made to the police, and the 
Public Prosecutor’s Office opened an Case under no. 1047/22.1PIPRT.
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It is worth remembering that in July the “Open Door Operation” tried to find at 
Teixeira’s law office a  “secret file” with the documents of the rich Jews, starting with 
Patrick Drahi.

150. 3rd Qualified theft with burglary (punishable by up to 8 years in prison):

On March 29, during the night, the house of Sandra Perdigão Neves (President of 
SIRESP) was robbed by professional thieves. Two computers were stolen.

The Public Security Police (PSP) is investigating this robbery. (Crime Inquiry no. 
x/x LSB)41

A week before, on 22 March 2022, Francisca Van Dunem removed Sandra Perdigão 
Neves from SIRESP alleging that the public tender for the 2023-2025 network “had 
to proceed in an environment devoid of any conflict of interest”.42

(According the points 11 to 18, this is a tender whose winner is known from the 
word go, mainly harming the Altice company belonging to the Portuguese Sephardic 
Jew Patrick Drahi who is currently the State’s biggest private partner in SIRESP.)

Van Dunem’s decision was confirmed on March 25 during the General Assembly 
of the Ministry of Finance, which oversees SIRESP, and Sandra Perdigão Neves 
immediately asked the court to outlaw the decision. Three days later, her house was 
robbed and two computers were stolen.

(These facts are indicative of an antisemitic organization carrying out these robberies. 
How many more similar robberies have there been over the past few months? This is a 
real “Operation Open Door with break-in” always connected with the name of Patrick 
Drahi.)

151. “Operation Open Door” used “anonymous” sources (anonymous, to avoid being sued) 
who in 2017 created a Facebook page saying that the Oporto Jewish Community 
leaders were a mafia.

The Community made a complaint to the police (Crime Inquiry number 
843/17.6JAPRT) who never discovered the “anonymous” criminals.

152. “Operation Open Door” used “anonymous” sources who are actually individuals 
expelled from the community for many years for defaming the organization and its 
members.

One of them was expelled from the Jewish Community of Oporto for having been 
sentenced in court for slandering members of that community and for holding that 
non-Jews are “shit”, that non-Jews are persons “lacking human quality”, that non-Jews 

41 https://amp.expresso.pt/politica/2022-04-02-Sirespgate-gestora-impugna-exoneracao-a-cinco-dias-de-o-novo-
Governo-tomar-posse-618db407
42 https://www.jn.pt/nacional/amp/depois-do-consultor-governo-afasta-presidente-da-siresp-14716127.html
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are people “with no value”, that non-Jews “are repulsive”, that non-Jews are “despicable”, 
that non-Jews are “disgusting”, that non-Jews are “filthy”, that non-Jews are “dirty”, 
amongst other insults (Oporto Criminal Court, Case no. 10444/16.0T9PRT).

153. “Operation Open Door” used “anonymous” sources (anonymous, to avoid being 
sued) linked to an Israeli proselytising organisation that was expelled from the Jewish 
communities of Oporto and Lisbon more than a decade ago, as for as it was connected 
to false conversions to Judaism and to journalistic corruption.

(Respecting Jewish history, the names of Jews and Jewish organizations that have 
transgressed will not be revealed here.)

The history.

The beginning of the 2000s was marked by the arrival to Portugal of a proselytizing 
organization that offered rabbis to the Jewish communities. The real objective of the 
proselytists was the mass conversion of Portuguese citizens in general and the creation 
of artificial Jewish communities.

One day a handful of people linked to that Israeli proselytising organisation were 
authorised to run the Oporto synagogue for a short time. The experience was not a 
success. In 2012, the report of the Audit Board concerning this period mentions “a 
lot of negative rumours”, “unstable interpersonal relations”, “the need to discipline the 
use of the premises”, “lack of internal regulations, insurance, inventory of assets”, “very 
little revenue”, and “the need to carry out urgent works for which there is no money”, 
placing “the future of the community and of the synagogue at risk” (Report of the 
Audit Board, 3 June 2012).

Another document of that time says the following: “It was no longer a synagogue 
but a place of ill repute, teaching quite overtly that King David and Yonatan were gay, 
that Ruth and Naomi were lesbians and that Captain Barros Basto was a homosexual. 
It was a period of total discredit, with rampant theft, slander and intrigue. The oldest 
people there (Jews by birth) called elections and excluded the members who had 
converted by means of the proselytising organisation who might in future subvert the 
synagogue, again, and again transform it into a place of ill repute. As the saying goes: 
“a handful of good people only”, which is the current policy of the respectable Board 
of the Jewish Community of Oporto, which is slowing rehabilitating the synagogue 
(which recently received a new coat of paint) and the community itself. Captain Barros 
Basto was rehabilitated, after many years of frustrated attempts. The community and 
the synagogue are being rehabilitated before international Judaism.”

Expulsion and slanderous campaign for 10 years.

The proselytists wanted to make the synagogue in Oporto the base of their 
international movement of false marranos. They failed and were angry. The only 
weapon they managed to use was a faithful reporter. During the last 10 years, that 
reporter used as “anonymous” sources the same individuals who are now “anonymous” 
sources for newspapers and the police in Portugal.
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Why proselytizing in Portugal?

Proselytising organisations based in Israel only create a presence in countries where 
there are almost no Jews, such as Portugal a few years ago. They initially use a strategy 
of seduction: showing their strength in the media through corrupt journalists and 
offering the synagogues their “rabbis” (usually former Christians) to take care of the 
communities. When the few resident Jews give them the keys to the synagogues, 
the proselytisers begin to offer conversions to common people, calling them “Bnei 
Anousim”, “Marranos” or something similar, make mass conversions fooling rabbinic 
courts, and then attempt to take over the synagogues from the few Jews that exist, 
for the exclusive use of these new “straw Jews”. Within a few months, the artificial 
communities of fake “Bnei Anousim” are trying to expel the true Jews from the 
synagogues. At the same time, in those countries where small resident communities 
are discreet in the press so as not to expose themselves to antisemitism, proselytising 
organisations and its agents monopolize the international news, creating an artificial 
reality with false news surrounding the ridiculous proselytising activities. A simple 
kosher jam gives rise to a great story in the media. “The first kosher jam after the 
Inquisition!”

More information:

http://jewishcommunityofoporto.blogspot.com/2022/05/history-of-jewish-
community-of-oporto.html  

 

154. In June 2022, the Community shared with society that it is going to exhibit this 
antisemitic conspiracy and names of State agents at the Jewish Museum.43

Shortly after this statement was made, on July 14 the police searched the Museum 
curator’s house and were pressuring him for hours trying to find a mysterious “flash  
drive”. Presumably they wanted to find and destroy what the Community plans to 
share at the Museum and the European Public Prosecutor’s Office.44

155. “Operation Open Door” was permanently trafficking secrets with State agents and 
media agents with interests at stake, and tried to destroy the Jewish community from 
within, by spreading the lie that its leaders stole and laundered the money of the fees 
paid by candidates for Portuguese nationality. This is technically impossible in that 
organization.

156. To imagine FBI thoroughly investigating a Jewish religious association – the kosher 
grocery accounts, the free tickets at the museums, the works invoices, the accountant’s 
contract, the books, etc. – would be completely absurd, especially in a case that 
began with suspicions that some billionaires had paid large donations in exchange 
for a Sephardic certificate; to imagine the FBI pursuing a religious association to the 
point where they were very disappointed to learn that for more than a decade the 

43 https://www.jns.org/portuguese-jewish-community-slandered-in-campaign-against-sephardic-law/ 
44 https://www.jns.org/oporto-jewish-community-claims-wealthiest-members-targeted-in-anti-semitic-campaign/ 



51                                                       COMUNIDADE JUDAICA DO PORTO | JEWISH COMMUNITY OF OPORTO
Sinagoga Kadoorie Mekor Haim, Rua de Guerra Junqueiro, 340 | 4150-386 Porto – Portugal
direccao@comunidade-israelita-porto.org | www.comunidade-israelita-porto.org | jewishcommunityofoporto.blogspot.com

Annual Reports and Accounts have been unanimously approved at the annual General 
Meetings and received the favourable vote of the Audit Board, would be completely 
absurd. It happened in Portugal.

157. The dangerous conspiracy above may lead to forged evidence being planted against the 
Jewish Community of Oporto and its leaders.

The last police communiqué erroneously mentioned “drug trafficking” in connection 
with the Jewish Community of Oporto, which they later deleted, but the newspapers 
have continued to publish that lie.45

45 https://www.dn.pt/sociedade/pj-faz-novas-buscas-sobre-a-atribuicao-de-nacionalidade-portuguesa-a-judeus-
sefarditas-15020081.html
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XII. AGENTS OF MEDIA GROUPS AND STATE MEDIA 
WERE INVOLVED IN THE BIGGEST ANTISEMITIC 
CONSPIRACY OF THE 21ST CENTURY

158. Agents of media groups and State media we involved in the conspiracy, even if they 
were not aware of it, that is, even if they eventually used by third parties to carry out 
the objectionable acts that they practiced and that are amply proven.

That role was particularly obvious in the pressure to end the law allowing Sephardic 
Jews to acquire Portuguese nationality and to destroy the reputation of the Jewish 
community of Oporto, the strongest in Europe in terms of religion, culture, education 
and the fight against antisemitism.

159. Editor of the “Público” newspaper – Manuel Carvalho, in 2020 had already written 
that to become Portuguese “all you had to do was pay thousands of Euros to the Jewish 
communities, lawyers and genealogists”.46

In 2022, Carvalho referred to the positive effects of the law on the city of Oporto 
(a crowded synagogue, museums filled with people, cinema, historical films, kosher 
restaurants, a new cemetery, etc.) as “opulence”.

160. The really dirty work of that newspaper was carried out by a young sports reporter – 
named Paulo Curado.

Without hearing what the targeted individuals had to say, he used miscellaneous 
information from “anonymous” denunciations made by persons convicted of 
defamation and discrimination, from State agents, from criminal raids on offices and 
others, and from an “anonymous” manipulator expelled a decade ago from the Jewish 
community, to constantly denigrate the Jewish community of Oporto and publicly 
expose its leaders, employees, lawyers and even the museum curator.

This young reporter never once mentioned one single positive effect of the law. For 
months he was permanently attacking the honor of community members and applicants 
who have been certified. He found nothing positive, but only suspicions of supposed 
corruption, Mossad, oligarchs, cannabis drugs, profits, big business and so on.

Witness: Cláudia Azevedo and Paulo Curado.

46 https://www.publico.pt/2020/05/23/sociedade/noticia/tino-discussao-sefarditas-1917776
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161. Similarly, some agents of the Impresa Group also took part in this assassination through 
its newspaper – “Expresso” – and its TV channel – “SIC” –, which stood out for their 
constant attacks on the nationality law and the Community. No reference was ever 
made to any positive effect of the law.

The TV channel presented several programmes that destroyed the romantic aspects 
of the law and provided airtime for an influencer – Ana Gomes – who said that “all 
57,000 nationality processes were cases of corruption”.

The newspaper, in turn, used exactly the same “sources” of Público newspaper to 
denigrate the Community and publicly expose its leaders, employees, and even the 
doorman.

Rock-bottom was reached when two pages of the newspaper were devoted to 
an anonymous source who is known to be someone who was expelled many years 
ago from the community and convicted in court of slander and of calling non-Jews 
“shit”. Using this “anonymous source”, the journalist Luciana Leiderfarb gave the 
two pages the following heading: “Member of the Jewish Community of Oporto 
says”. The Community requested publication of a right of reply. It was denied under 
every pretext. The Community did not insist. It preferred to keep that story for the  
Jewish Museum.

Witness: Francisco Pinto Balsemão.

162. Likewise, media bodies linked to the State – “RTP” television channel and “LUSA” 
news agency – acted in bad faith. Through a journalist named Rita Carvalho, the 
public television channel never once mentioned one single positive effect of the law and 
dedicated hours and hours to the heavy attack on that law and the Jewish community 
of Oporto.

LUSA misrepresented a communiqué from the Jewish Community of Lisbon 
(criticising a video of Brazilian people), saying that this community rejected the 
antisemitic arguments shouted out by the Jewish community of Oporto.

However, several old and respectable members of that community – such as José 
Carp (President), Joshua Ruah (former President) and Miriam Assor (journalist and 
writer) – had already characterized the environment lived in 2020 and 2022 as “Dreyfus 
Case”, “Pure antisemitism” and “Antisemitism persists in Portugal”.47

47 https://portuguesejewishnews.com/news/the-portuguese-news-agency-lusa-manipulated-official-
communiques-from-the-jewish-communities-of-lisbon-and-oporto/  
https://setemargens.com/nacionalidade-para-sefarditas-perplexidades-perante-a-proposta-antissemita-de-
alteracao-a-lei/ 
https://portuguesejewishnews.com/news/antisemitism-and-the-experts-on-jewish-matters/ 
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163. Therefore, agents of media groups and State media were involved in the biggest 
antisemitic conspiracy of the 21st century and once again the 1000% numeric growth 
of the Portuguese Jewish community as a whole and the work carried out by the 
Community in particular, over all these years was deliberately silenced.

No mention was made of the construction of centres for young Jews, kosher 
restaurants, shops and other establishments, the Jewish cemetery, the largest Chabad 
Centre in Europe, the Jewish Museum of Oporto, the Holocaust Museum, the Jewish 
Cinema of Oporto, the production of three feature films that won international awards 
(“Sefarad”, “1618” and “The Light of Judah”), the repair and treatment of archives 
containing Inquisition proceedings in danger of rotting in the Torre do Tombo (the 
National Archive), setting up the largest Jewish library in the Iberian Peninsula. The 
Community has also fought antisemitism, given money to the poor, the sick and the 
elderly, to hospitals, to kolelim and synagogues around the world, to cultural centres 
and initiatives, for Shabbat meals for Jewish communities in fourteen countries, to 
mikveh centres, schools and cemeteries in Jerusalem, Ashdod, Moscow and Bangkok, 
to food banks in a number of countries, to provide aid for catastrophes in Africa and 
Asia, for all Keren Hayesod projects in Israel, for community actions of the Oporto 
Diocese and for the Mukhayriq world initiative, designed to bring back together Jews 
and Muslims who are beset by mutual incomprehension.
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XIII. THE “LIST” WITH THE RICHEST MEN IN 
PORTUGAL

164. Patrick Drahi is the first name that appears in the list.

165.  Patrick Drahi

Again.

The applicant obtained Portuguese nationality.

He was certified by the Jewish Community of Lisbon in 2016.

His family surnames – Adrehi (Drahi), Sicsu and Amou – are surnames of traditional 
Sephardic Moroccan families, furthermore, of families who returned to Portugal after 
the Inquisition and are mentioned in the preamble to the 2015 Executive Act as having 
once been “expelled”.

The Jewish Community of Oporto has records of the Adrehi in the cemeteries of 
the Jewish community of Azores: Ponta Delgada, Terceira, Angra do Heroísmo, Horta 
and Faial. Members of the Sicsu family lived in Faro and were buried in the cemetery 
there. Likewise, the Amou family returned to Portugal and lived in many places, even 
in Oporto, when the shadow cast by the Inquisition had faded.

Patrick Drahi also has French nationality.

166.  Sir Michael Kadoorie

The applicant obtained Portuguese nationality.

He was certified by the Jewish community of Oporto in 2016.

He did not pay any fee.

The certificate regarding  Sir  Michael Kadoorie and his family was based 
on information widely known to  the Jewish Community of Oporto  which 
testifies to the fact that in addition to family memory, they still have an 
effective link to the Sephardic Jewish community of Portuguese origin. 
Michael Kadoorie is the grandson of Laura Mocatta Kadoorie, a Jew of Portuguese 
origin (in whose genealogy we find the surnames Lamego, Lousada, Miranda, Fonseca, 
Nunes, Mendes, Costa, Mattos, Abravanel, Lumbroso, Ximenes and Mocatta), whose 
ancestors left Portugal to flee religious persecution.

In the 1930s, to honour Laura, the name “Kadoorie” was given to Oporto synagogue, 
the largest synagogue in Sepharad.
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The Kadoorie family is linked to the Club Lusitano of Hong Kong. 
Sir Michael is an octogenarian, and his American wife, who had cancer when she 
applied for Portuguese nationality, has since died.

167.  Roman Abramovich (Leibovitch)

There is no harm in repeating. He is the number 2 of the list.

The applicant obtained Portuguese nationality.

He was certified by the Oporto Jewish community in 2020.

He paid a fee of €250.

In this case, surnames, family memory, and Jewish tradition upheld by the 
competent authorities all served to certify this applicant, as well as the fact that he had 
no material need of this nationality. The applicant is entitled to Lithuanian nationality. 
His children are Lithuanian.

Roman Abramovich’s tradition of belonging to a Sephardic community of Portuguese 
origin, namely from Poznan and Hamburg, is based on the following:

 – - “Family memory” of the Sephardic Portuguese origin of the applicant, not merely 
alleged by him but rooted in Jewish tradition. It is certified by various Orthodox 
rabbinates recognised by the Chief Rabbinate of Israel and by highly respected 
Jewish organisations in the secular world.

 – - “Family surnames” of Sephardic origin or present in Sephardic communities, 
such as Leibowitz which can be found on the lists of Sephardic surnames and on 
the private lists of Sephardim of Hamburg. ‘Leibovich means son of Leon’- as 
‘Leib is the Yiddish word for Lion’ and that it is ‘linked to the kingdom of Leon 
in Sepharad’

 – - “A well-known public fact”, which constitutes the applicant’s financial support 
over twenty years, totalling half a billion dollars, to the world Chabad Lubavitch 
movement, today based in the USA but born in Poznan, by the hand of rabbi 
Baruch Portugali, an ancestor of the current Rebbetzin of the Portuguese Chabad 
(Cascais) whom she proudly acknowledges.

168.  Andery Rappaport

The applicant obtained Portuguese nationality.

He was certified by the Oporto Jewish community in 2016.

He paid the fee of €250.

He was born in Ukraine, and is a Jewish philanthropist.

The German Jewish surname Rappaport traditionally derives from the Rappa family 
(Rofé, doctor), of Oporto.
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Surname, family memory, and Jewish tradition upheld by the competent religious 
authorities all served to certify this applicant.

Andery Rappaport had previously been certified by the Chief Rabbi of Barcelona, 
Rav David Libersohn, of Chabad Lubavitch, who knows the Portuguese origins of this 
applicant, whose family originated in Oporto.

He had no material need for this nationality, for he has Cypriot nationality, that is, 
he is already a citizen of the European Union.
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XIV. OTHER SUPPOSED “OLIGARCHS”...

169. All applicants who are SUSPECTS ON THE “LIST” comply with the legal 
requirements needed to obtain a certificate from the Jewish community, and paid the 
fee €250 to the community.

As the applicants have not yet obtained Portuguese nationality, the Portuguese 
Government will decide whether or not to grant nationality to these applicants, like 
all others.

Article 6(7) of the Nationality Law establishes that “the State may grant the 
nationality to the descendants of the Sephardic Jews of Portuguese origin...”.

It is a legal discretionary power of the Government, which may or may not grant 
nationality to interested applicants.

The aim of the 2013/2015 legislators, regarding what is known as the Sephardic 
Legislation, was to reconnect Portugal to the Sephardic diaspora originally from 
Sepharad. Just the traditional families of Sephardic communities in North Africa and 
the former Ottoman Empire (from Iberian origin) would account at least for one 
million people benefitting from that right.

The Portuguese Jewish communities merely certify the Sephardic origin of the 
applicants, an opinion given in good faith.

170.  Gavril Yushvaev

The applicant has not yet obtained Portuguese nationality.

He was certified by the Oporto Jewish Community in 2020.

He paid a fee of €250.

In this case, surnames, family memory, and Jewish tradition all served to certify this 
applicant.

The applicant’s mother was a Jew from the Bulgarian Sephardic community (of 
the former Ottoman empire) with the surname Navon that existed in the Portuguese 
Jewish community in the 14th and 15th centuries, according to lists of surnames 
prepared by Prof. Dov Cohen and the book The Jewish Sephardic Diaspora Through 
the Archives of the Jewish Community of Oporto, Artur Villares, 2017, page 94.

That Bulgarian / Sephardic community, like the Greek and Turkish ones where 
such Navon family spread, spoke fluent Ladino, with countless words exclusively of 
Portuguese origin.
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171.  Lev Leviev

The applicant has not yet obtained Portuguese nationality.

He is a Jewish philanthropist who supports the activity of Chabad Lubavitch (of 
Portuguese origin) in Eastern Europe and in Israel.

He was certified by the Oporto Jewish community in 2020.

He paid the fee of €250.

In this case, surnames, family memory, and Jewish tradition upheld by the competent 
authorities all served to certify this applicant, as well as the fact that he had no material 
need of this nationality.

The applicant has no need of Portuguese citizenship. He is a citizen of Cyprus (and 
so of the European Union) and of Israel, as is his wife. His children are citizens of 
Belgium, Cyprus and Israel.

Levi(ev), whose surname can be found everywhere in the Sephardic and Ashkenazi 
Jewish world, is of Portuguese origin, has connections to Portugal and family memory 
attested to by the Chief Rabbinate of Russia, recognized by the Chief Rabbinate of 
Israel.

In the Jewish world, family memory is enmeshed with tradition. What is the value 
of a twenty-generation genealogy regarding Jewish families who have spent their lives 
fleeing, in danger, lacking stability and central governments? Zero.

172.  God Nisanov (Davidovich/Abramova/Hagilo)

The applicant has not yet obtained Portuguese nationality.

He was certified by the Oporto Jewish community in 2020.

He paid the fee of €250.

He was born in Azerbaijan, and was the former Vice-President of the World Jewish 
Congress, a Jewish philanthropist and founder of the Cheder Menachem Jewish school.

Article 24-A[3] sub-paragraph c) of the Nationality Regulation says: “The application 
is accompanied by (one) certificate of a Jewish community that is legally incorporated 
as a religious entity and is based in Portugal, under the terms of the law on the date of 
entry into force of this article, testifying to the tradition of belonging to a Sephardic 
community of Portuguese origin, materialised in particular (an illustrative word) in the 
surname of the applicant, family language, genealogy and family memory.”

The family memory of the applicant was certified originally by the Chief Rabbinate 
of Russia, recognized by the Chief Rabbinate of Israel.

There is no Jew much less a non-Jew in Portugal who can question the integrity and 
intellectual honesty of the Chief Rabbinate which attests to the family memory and 
Portuguese Sephardic origin of God Nisanov.
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It is quite a different matter whether Portugal grants or denies this applicant 
Portuguese nationality.

In the Jewish world, family memory is enmeshed with tradition. Everything depends 
on the secure criterion of tradition. That is why immigration to Israel requires an opinion 
by the local Chief Rabbinate (in turn connected to all Orthodox rabbinates around the 
world), and never impracticable or useless documents or indeed, genealogies, which 
from a Jewish viewpoint are no more than easily falsified scribbles.

173.  Andrei Komarov

The applicant has not yet obtained Portuguese nationality.

He was certified by the Oporto Jewish community in 2019.

He paid the fee of €250.

A Jewish philanthropist and major supporter of the Chabad Lubavitch movement, of 
Portuguese origin.

His Portuguese Sephardic origins and his sentimental connection to Portugal are 
attested to by the Sephardic rabbi of his community - Rav Yehoshua Raskin -, and 
by the President of the Federation of Jewish Communities in Russia, Rav Alexander 
Boroda, who is also of Portuguese descent.

In Portugal, there is no Jew and much less no non-Jew who can question the integrity 
and intellectual honesty of said religious authorities.

Whether or not Portugal grants nationality to that applicant is another matter.

Today, the State of Israel has six million Jews because its criteria for accepting Jewish 
migrants depend on Orthodox rabbinates, that is to say, on tradition, on Judaism as 
a genealogy-culture-religion, on the ketubot, on customs, ancient family idiom and, 
naturally, on family memory (which is also a legal criterion of the Portuguese law), 
which has passed down from generation to generation in these communities, always in 
danger, always taking flight, lacking stability and central governments.
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XV. THE NON RICH SUSPECTS THAT APPEARS IN 
THE “LIST”...

174.  Ceyda Habib

She obtained Portuguese nationality.

Ceyda Habip was certified by the Jewish Community of Oporto in 2015. She paid 
the fee.

Let us start with Ladino. Ceyda’s entire family speak Ladino among themselves. They 
recite the Haggadah in that language which to this day includes words in Portuguese. 
Ceyda cooperates with the world’s last newspapers published in Ladino: El Amanecer 
and Salom.

The family surnames figure in the lists of surnames of Jews who lived in Portugal in 
the 14th and 15th centuries. One ancestor of this family, Rabbi Jacob Habib, lived in 
Lisbon. His son, Levi Habib, was a disciple of Chief Rabbi Isaac Aboab, who died in 
Oporto in 1493. Aboab’s funerary epigraph is currently on display in the garden of the 
Jewish Museum of Oporto.

The Habib/Habip family fled to the Ottoman Empire. They settled in ancient 
Palestine, Gallipoli and other areas. Ceyda’s closest relatives moved to Istanbul in the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries. Family tombs in Turkish cemeteries document their 
trajectory in this country.

Ceyda’s parents married in the Neve Shalom Synagogue of Istanbul according to 
the strictest Sephardic rites. There are photographic records and the ketubah does not 
lie. They are some of the closest friends of one of the world’s most esteemed rabbis: 
Chief Rabbi Isak Haleva, who officially certified Ceyda’s Sephardism, in other words, 
the fact that she is the daughter of a Sephardic father from Sepharad belonging to the 
community of Istanbul.

Ceyda’s family memory regarding Iberia in general and Portugal in particular is 
proven by Chief Rabbi Isak Haleva, who was in Oporto in 2016 with Ceyda’s family 
and a delegation of one hundred people.

Ceyda Habip’s certification process was the result of the analysis of said evidence 
and talks and contacts between CIP/CJP and its foreign affairs director, the Turkish 
Rabbinate and an applicant who had been certified already and was related to Ceyda: 
Josh Habib, from Boston, United States of America.
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175.  Marco Street

He obtained Portuguese nationality.

Marco Street was certified by the Oporto Jewish Community in 2015. He paid the 
fee.

This is an applicant from a clearly Megorashim family: those “expelled” from Iberia 
who over the course of the centuries grew even closer through intermarriage in Morocco 
(and other North African countries).

Street’s certification, regarding which the Portuguese embassy in Rabat was involved 
in the conversations, and which received a rabbinical certificate from the competent 
authority recognised by the Chief Rabbinate of Israel, took into account family 
memory, knowledge of Haketia and the traditional Sephardic Moroccan surnames 
Abergel and Sousan (included in the lists of surnames in the Portuguese plot of Rabat 
cemetery, and also in the lists of Megorashim of the Jewish cemetery in Lisbon), as well 
as Bent (short for Bentes, which is found in the lists of the victims of the Portuguese 
Inquisition and of traditional Sephardic families of Tangiers, related to the Bentata 
who are buried in the Jewish cemetery in Lisbon).

176.  Uri Hasson

He obtained Portuguese nationality.

Certified by CIP/CJP in 2018. He paid the fee.

The marriage certificate and surnames of his parents - Yom Tov Hasson and Rosa 
Zachut – leave us in no doubt as to the Portuguese Sephardic origins in the Ottoman 
Empire and North Africa. They were married in Israel, where they were accepted as 
Jews by tradition, after their families migrating from Greece and Libya.

Hasson is a surname included in the lists of Jews of the Greek and Turkish 
communities. The Hasson family belonged to the Portuguese synagogue of the Israeli 
community in the city of Smyrna in Turkey, “Kahal Kadosh Portugal”, in the 19th 
and 20th centuries, as per the working lists that CIP/CJP provided for the book by 
Professor Villares, “The Jewish Sephardic Diaspora” (2017). Rosa is a timeless Iberian-
Portuguese name, taken by the Jews to the Mediterranean, Europe and the Ottoman 
Empire, and Zachut is a variant of Zacuto, a name belonging to the lists of surnames 
of Jews who lived in Portugal before being expelled. We have only to remember the 
astronomer and mathematician Abraham Zacuto, who fled just in time to North Africa 
(Morocco, Tunisia, Libya).

The applicant’s handwritten letter shows that the family is fluent in Ladino, which 
is logical given the concrete Ottoman - Greek and Turkish - origin of the family of her 
father. It also says that her traditions are clearly Sephardic, no doubt a mix of all these 
cultures, given the fact that her parents’ came from different communities. 
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177.  Riva Bicer Aelyon (and her brother Jack Bicer)

She obtained Portuguese nationality.

Certified by CIP/CJP in 2020. She paid the fee. 

The applicant was certified by the Chief Rabbi of Turkey, Isak Haleva, who attested 
to the Sephardic origin of her Jewish father, Yaef Bicer, belonging to the traditional 
Turkish Sephardic community.

Bicer is a traditional surname of Turkish Sephardic families. The applicant’s husband, 
whose surname is Aelyon, is also a Turkish Jew of a local and traditional Sephardic 
family. This surname is famous in the city of Salonika and in the Greek and Turkish 
worlds, and there are records of members of this family in Portuguese synagogues and 
institutions in that city, such as “Kahal Kadosh Portugal”, “Kahal Kadosh Lisbon” and 
“Kahal Kadosh Évora”.

The origin of traditional families of the Turkish Sephardic community (integrated 
for centuries in the former Ottoman Empire) is both Iberian and autochthonous. To 
this day, the older people speak Ladino and read the two newspapers published in this 
language, the last ones in the world.

The applicant is an American citizen. His brother Jack Bicer (also American) is a 
similar case.

178.  Seli Alhale

She obtained Portuguese nationality.

Seli Alhale was certified by CIP/CJP in 2015. She paid the fee.

The wording of the certificate represents a short resumé of the family history of this 
applicant from Turkey.

The case involves several applicants of the same family. The Jewish community 
and family universe of the applicant – mother, siblings and husband – are clearly 
Sephardim from Sepharad. Care was taken to verify the Sephardism from Sepharad of 
the applicant’s maternal family.

Sephardic Jews whose surnames are Saporta and Kohen (who are part of the genealogy 
of Seli’s mother, Eliza) founded the synagogues of Smyrna, Salonika and Istanbul. 
Other surnames of the applicant’s family - Simon, Kohen, Saporta, Dalva and Dinar 
– can all be found on the lists of surnames of traditional Sephardic communities of 
Portuguese origin in Turkey, as well as some in North Africa, including in the ketubot 
of the Portuguese Jewish community of Tunis.

Seli’s last name - Ahale -, which she took from her husband, can be found not 
only in traditional Sephardic communities of Portuguese origin but also in the very 
fragmentary lists of Jews who lived in Portugal in in the 14th and 15th centuries.
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100% Sephardic, fully integrated in a community, the last one where Ladino is still 
fluently spoken and with newspapers in that language: the world’s last newspapers 
published in Ladino.

179.  Kamal Abou Amarah

He obtained Portuguese nationality.

Certified by the Oporto Jewish Community in 2020. He paid the fee.

His mother – Suzan Araha (Mayorka) – is a Sephardic Jew of Portuguese origin. 
The name (B)Ahara is included in the lists of surnames of Portuguese Jews who lived 
in Portugal in the 14th and 15th centuries and scattered throughout the Ottoman 
Empire (the surname varies, sometimes it is Bemo-Ara). Records of this name exist in 
the Portuguese synagogues of the Israeli community of the city of Edirne, Adrianople, 
in Turkey, namely “Kahal Kadosh Portugal” and “Kahal Kadosh Évora”.

The Mayorca family (Suzan’s maternal family) belonged to the Portuguese synagogue 
of the Israeli community of Smyrna (Izmir) in Turkey, “Kahal Kadosh Portugal”, in 
the 19th and 20th centuries and to the “Dotar” institution of the orphans of the 
Portuguese congregation of Smyrna, in the 17th and 18th centuries.

Suzan married a Muslim and they raised their children as Muslims, like Kamal 
Abou Amarah. However, to be Jewish is to be the son of a Jewish mother, who is also 
the daughter of a Jewish mother and so on. As Suzan is a Jew by birth in the light of 
Halakha, her sons (like Kamal) and daughters are equally Jews by birth in the light 
of Halakha, although they profess a different religion. Her grandchildren who are the 
children of her daughters are also Jews by birth.

We return, finally, to the case of former President of the Republic Jorge Sampaio, 
who claimed to be, and was, “technically Jewish”. It is quite clear that CIP/CJP was 
never interested in “religious belief ”. To be Jewish is a matrilinear genealogy.

Over the years, the Head Rabbi of Oporto often came across cases of transgender 
people who belonged to atheist LGBT currents. Such cases were approved – because 
their parents were clearly Jewish of Portuguese origin (Azulay from Morocco, Harari 
from Bulgaria and others). Judaism is a genealogy as well as a religion.

180.  Tamir Pardo

He obtained Portuguese nationality.

Certified by the Oporto Jewish Community in 2017. He paid the fee.

The applicant is a Sephardic Jew of Portuguese origin, from families in Turkey, 
Bulgaria and Serbia, from the former Ottoman Empire.

Within these communities and families, Ladino was practiced.

Family surnames: Pardo, Taranto and Elfandari.
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The Pardo surname appears in the following lists:

 – List of surnames contained in the Decree-Law of 2015 (PSD / CDS) that regulated 
the nationality law.

 – List of surnames of Inquisition convicts.

 – List of surnames of Jews who lived in Portugal in the 14th and 15th centuries.

 – List of surnames in Kahal Kaddosh Portugal from Izmir.

 – List of surnames in Kahal Kaddosh Portugal of Thessaloniki.

 – Lists of surnames of the Sephardic community of Bulgaria.

 – Lists of surnames from the Portuguese communities of Amsterdam, London, 
Livorno and Hamburg.

The Elfandari surname appears in the following lists:

 – List of surnames in Kahal Kaddosh Portugal of Thessaloniki.

 – Lists of surnames of the Sephardic community of Bulgaria.

 – Lists of surnames from the Portuguese communities in Amsterdam and Livorno.

The Taranto surname appears in the following lists:

 – List of surnames of Kahal Kaddosh Portugal from Edirne (Adrianópolis) in Turkey.

 – Lists of surnames of the Sephardic community of Bulgaria.

P.S. - In the context of trafficking in secrets, information and lies between State 
agents and some journalists, Tamir Pardo’s name, his reputation and his Sephardism 
were called into question by the young Público reporter. The new Portuguese citizen 
lost all credibility and security to be in Portugal, due to the way he was presented 
to society: “ex-Mossad” was “certified by the Jewish Community of Oporto”, “an 
anonymous person added his alleged Sephardicism to Wikipedia”, “Pardo wants to 
open a cannabis business”, “the case was handled by a Community law firm where a 
family member of a ‘key figure’ from that Community works”, and so on.

The truth. The application of this Sephardic Jew of Portuguese origin was made by 
an Israeli law firm and the Community didn’t even know who this person was until the 
murderous news was published.
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XVI. ANOTHER CASE OF “CORRUPTION”...

181. In June (2022) the antisemites found another case of “corruption”, which they shared 
through the television, newspapers and social networks. The case: the American 
influencer Nethaniel Drew.48

182. A convenient set of news was published with the usual attacks against the Jewish 
Community of Oporto. Mention is made of “criticism on social media” concerning yet 
another case of the “sale” of Portuguese passports, of a law that has become a “passport 
shop” at the hands of a community that “negotiated” Sephardic processes, preceded 
by an allegedly large sum of money in order to grant nationality to one individual - 
Nathaniel Drew - “with no Portuguese ancestors in the last 20 generations” and who 
“did not practice the Jewish faith according to Sephardic rites”, as allegedly required 
by the Community.

João Paulo Batalha, former head of the association Transparency International 
Portugal, said that this case, “once again shows how the law to make historical 
reparations to the Sephardim is in fact a ‘passport shop’”.

183. Below are the elements of proof that enabled Nathaniel Drew (De Pas) to receive a 
certification:

 – Cemetery records.

 – Known genealogy.

 – Last names.

 – Nathaniel’s grandmother, Liliana De Pas, born 10 August 1942, belonged to a 
traditional family of Portuguese and Spanish origin, that lived in Egypt.

 – Liliana’s father, Yakov de Paz, was born in Egypt on 5 September 1917.

 – Yakov was the son of David De Paz, born in Turkey in the 19th century, who had 
moved to Egypt.

 – The last name De Pas, Pas or Paz was common in North Africa among descendants 
of those deported from Portugal and Spain. It appears not only in the Egyptian 
Sephardic community but also in the communities of Libya and Tunisia, as per 
the lists of the CIP/CJP which it used as working materials.

 – The last name De Pas is found on the lists of ketubot (marriage contracts) of the 
Portuguese Jewish Community of Tunis, also as per lists in the hands of the CIP/
CJP.

48 https://portocanal.sapo.pt/noticia/303066
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 – The name Paz (Pas) is one of the last names condemned by the Portuguese 
Inquisition, as per the lists that the CIP/CJP used to use to carry out its work.

 – The Iberian Sephardic nature of Liliana’s family was also guaranteed by a certificate 
from rav Baruch Garzon, former Chief Rabbi of Madrid, which the applicant 
Nathaniel Drew attached to his identification and genealogical documents and 
cemetery records.

184. The applicant paid a fee of €250 and began the proceedings to obtain Portuguese 
nationality at the Registry Office.
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XVII. SEVEN YEARS...

185. During seven years, all applicants who have individually contacted the Jewish 
Community of Oporto to obtain their certification, as well as foreign law firms and 
companies dedicated to nationality, have always witnessed the professionalism, honesty 
and rigor of the certification department of the Community, in line with the many 
support letters displayed on the official page. - Document 849

186. “There are two Jewish communities that act as sort of the gatekeepers for the Portuguese 
citizenship program, Sheff said. One is Lisbon, which “entertains applications of people 
who may not be Jewish or Sephardic today, but whose genealogy shows some Sephardic 
connections to Portugal or Spain.” The other is Porto, which he said is stricter. “They 
are super picky that an applicant must be halachically Jewish. They often check to 
see that the applicant is indeed Jewish, and the mother was Jewish, in addition to the 
Sephardic background. They’re stricter — they’ll ask for different connections to show 
that they were born Jews. You don’t need a genealogy report; you just need some family 
documents, heirlooms, old photos of grandparents,” said Sheff.”50

49 http://jewishcommunityofoporto.blogspot.com/2022/05/the-destruction-of-sephardic-law.html  
50 https://forward.com/culture/477071/for-sephardic-jews-portuguese-citizenship-offers-tradition-heritage/ 
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XVIII – REMEMBERING THE OBJECTIVES OF THE 
CONSPIRACY...

187. The OBJECTIVES of this shocking conspiracy appear to be as follows:

 – To destroy the Sephardic Law against a backdrop of terror, so that no one in the 
Jewish community and civil society could come forward to defend that law.

 – To reject (politically) the large influx of Israeli citizens with an interest in 
Portuguese nationality. About 40,000 have already obtained nationality and 
this number would tend to grow significantly, as the total number of possible 
candidates is about 1 million people. The increase in the Israeli population in 
Portugal corresponds to the increase in support for Israel. The political mindset of 
leftists has not tolerated the image of a strong state of Israel since the six-day war.

 – To a “criminal lawsuit” based on anonymous denunciations that aim to destroy 
the Jewish businessman Patrick Drahi and every single “Patrick Drahi” of the 
Portuguese Sephardic Jewish community.

 – To break, accuse of fake crimes of corruption and withdraw Portuguese nationality 
from a list of Jews (again, “lists of Jews” and the “Jews expelled”) who are the 
richest men in Portugal who have in the last years obtained Portuguese nationality.

 – To improperly obtain access to the communications of the Jewish community 
at large, including the rabbinical authorities, B’nai B’rith International, Anti 
Defamation League, European Jewish Association, the CEJI, and the embassies of 
Israel, USA, UK, France, Sweden and dozens of other countries.

 – To assassinate the character of the Jewish Community of Oporto, probably the 
strongest in Europe in terms of religion, culture, education and the fight against 
antisemitism, repeating what the dictatorship did in the 1930s to its founder, 
the Portuguese Dreyfus, Captain Barros Basto. He, too, was involved in a sordid 
process of anonymous accusations which the agents of the State seized upon for 
their benefit.

188. This complaint has exposed arguably the greatest antisemitic conspiracy in the world 
of the 21st century.

In 2020 and 2021, when the Jewish Community of Oporto shared with the 
Government the intention of the richest Portuguese men to invest in Portugal, it 
did not know that some ruling elites would tremble and that in 2022 they would 
unite all powers (executive, legislative, judiciary and media) in a desperate antisemitic 
conspiracy.
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XIX. SOVIET-STYLE ANTISEMITISM

189. Similar to the USSR’s 20th-century campaign against its strong Jewish communities, 
in Portugal the strongest Jewish community has been persecuted by slanderous 
denunciations, the press and the police.

Also in Lviv, Kharkiv, Chernivtsi, Babruysk, Smolensk and hundreds of other cities 
in the Soviet Union, synagogues and communities were not closed all at the same time, 
but one by one.

This always followed the same pattern:

1) the use of the press to associate synagogues with business dealings,

2) describing such business dealings as amoral or illegal,

3) negative reactions from certain quarters of public opinion and convenient Jews 
and

4) the total devastation of the reputation of synagogues and corresponding Jewish 
organizations that promote Jewish life.

190. In the Soviet Union, the “not so strong” communities were not destroyed, as they 
served as publicity for the political regime. Anyone visiting Moscow could visit an 
open but dead synagogue.

191. In Portugal, the Jewish Community in Lisbon was not attacked by State antisemites 
and media agents (Patrick Drahi’s own certification was scandalously blamed on the 
Jewish Community in Oporto) because it is a community with an almost empty 
synagogue, little in the way of Jewish life, no kosher restaurants, no tzedakah in other 
countries, no Jewish museum, no Holocaust museum, no films about its history, no 
educational programs for thousands of students from schools, etc.

Witnesses: José Carp, Jaime Ayash, Miriam Assor, and Isaac Assor.
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192. In 2012, the Oporto synagogue seemed to be a ghostly grey building. There were no 
children, no minyan, no kashrut structures, no cemetery, no functioning mikveh, no 
school, absolutely nothing but absolute penury.

In 2013, the synagogue was completely refurbished and painted inside and out. 
It was the venue for large religious ceremonies bringing together Jewish families and 
renowned rabbis from many countries and continents.

In 2014, the community opened a kosher restaurant and a kosher hotel. Jewish 
tourism has increased exponentially as has the number of school visits by Portuguese 
schools, whose students quite involuntarily had many antisemitic prejudices, linking 
Jews to money, trickery and conspiracy theories.

In 2015, the Portuguese State approved a law aiming to reconnect the country to 
the Sephardic diaspora. Many families chose Portugal as a destination. More members, 
new ideas, Jewish religion, Jewish culture, Jewish soul.

Between 2016 and 2022, the community has grown 1000%, provided a home 
for Jews from thirty nations, and the work carried out over the previous years was 
continued and reinforced.51

193. Today, as the Jewish community grows in visibility, antisemitism has returned, steeped 
in the age-old antisemitic myths of trickery, business and Jewish Freemasonry, in 
addition to the conspiracy theories based on anonymous tips, such as those in the 
period prior to the expulsion of the Jews from Portugal in the late fifteenth century 
and the ensuing Inquisition.

194. Seeing that history repeats itself, and that today you might find many Jews where there 
will be none tomorrow, the Jewish Community of Oporto has taken legal measures 
to ensure that should the Jews ever abandon Portugal, their assets will be given to the 
Jewish Agency for Israel. - Document 9

195. Europe had 9,5 million Jews before the Second World War and today there are slightly 
more than one million and many are leaving.

The European Union will certainly manage to promote the return of the Jewish 
people, their culture and religion until 2030.52

However, a note of warning. As soon as Jewish communities start making their mark 
in European territory, the influential antisemites in society will attempt to destroy 
Jewish life bit by bit, synagogue by synagogue, organisation by organisation, using the 
same methods once employed in the Soviet Union.

51 http://jewishcommunityofoporto.blogspot.com
52 https://ec.europa.eu/info/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/combatting-discrimination/racism-and-
xenophobia/combating-antisemitism/eu-strategy-combating-antisemitism-and-fostering-jewish-life-2021-2030_
en
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Witness: Katharina Von Schnurbein.

196. The European Day of Jewish Culture – September 4th, 2022 – aims to highlight 
the diversity and richness of Judaism and its local, regional and national historical 
importance.

Here’s the programme in Oporto. - Document 10

 – Jewish Museum open to the public during the day

 – Screening of the film Sefarad at the Jewish Cinema in Oporto

 – Holocaust Museum open to the public during the day

 – Exhibition of film with passages of refugees in Oporto in 1940

 – Exhibition of paintings in the gardens of the synagogue

 – Presentation of the Mekor Haim choir

 – “Iberia” Kosher restaurant is open to the public all day
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XX. FINAL NOTES

197. There are signs of corruption with financial loss for the European Union in the 
international public tender that delivers SIRESP to Motorola to the detriment of Altice 
of the Jewish businessman Patrick Drahi; and in the antisemitic conspiracy that aims to 
break that Jewish businessman in order to hand over a Portuguese telecommunications 
corporation (MEO) to a fund of non-Jewish “eminent Portuguese”, as well as preventing 
Drahi and other wealthy Portuguese Jews from investing in Portugal, especially in 
strategic sectors dominated by established elites.

198. The digital archives of the Jewish community in Oporto are at the disposal of the 
European Public Prosecutor’s Office to consult all the certification cases (2015-2022). 
The plataform password can be provided to the Prosecutor by separate cover.

199. On 27 July 2020, José Guerra (a Portuguese prosecutor) was appointed European 
prosecutor at the Public Prosecutor’s Office of the European Union.

The Justice Minister, Francisca Van Dunem, allegedly presented false facts to the 
European Public Prosecutor’s Office concerning José Guerra, whom the Government 
wished to see as European prosecutor, although a group of experts had considered Ana 
Carla Almeida to be the best candidate for the position.53

In order to avoid conflicts of interest, José Guerra must not participate in any 
investigation regarding this complaint, aimed, among others, specifically at the people 
who “appointed” him as explained above.

200. The Jewish Community of Oporto is not afraid of political processes and will continue 
to grow in religious, cultural and educational terms. Antisemites are dealing with a 
spiritually strong organisation.

In the meantime, some members of the Jewish community of Oporto offer a reward 
of 10 thousand dollars to anyone who gives information that can bring more details 
about the above conspiracy and everyone involved.

 

53 https://observador.pt/2021/01/15/pgr-abre-inquerito-para-investigar-escolha-de-jose-guerra-para-procurador-
europeu/ 
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“It is our duty to enact actions in response to antisemitism.

That is the noun: antisemitism. Antisemitism is a sad reality

that is older than time; it should not be handled with biased caution .”

- Miriam Assor, author of the book “Famous Jews of Portugal”54

Modern european antisemitism attacks the real Jewish

strengths – strong communities, wealthy Jews, laws beneficial to Jews,

the state of Israel, the age-old principles of Judaism –,

and some Jewish  leaders are accountable not to the

community but to donors, many of whom have agendas

and an unwillingness to make waves.

“They’re fighting the old war. They’re fighting the Nazis” [1945],

according to Avi Goldwasser of the Jewish Leadership Project.55

54 https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/antisemitism-persists-in-portugal/ 
55 https://portuguesejewishnews.com/news/jewish-leaders-have-betrayed-failed-our-community/ 
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EVIDENCE:

I – The news running through this complaint (links).

II – Documents 1 to 10:

1. Excerpt from the Oporto Rabbi’s Arrest Warrant, which reveals the name of Patrick Drahi 
(2022)

2. “The Jewish Sephardic Diaspora through the Archives of the Jewish Community of Oporto”, 
Artur Villares (2017)

3. Letter from the Portuguese Prime Minister to the Jewish Community of Oporto (2020)

4. Opinion of the Jewish Community of Oporto to the Ministry of Justice (2013)

5. Letter from the President of the Portugal-Israel Friendship Association (2017)

6. Letters from the Anti-Defamation League to the Portuguese Government and Parliament 
(2012-2020)

7. Presentation on the reasons for the anonymous denunciations (2022)

8. Letters from foreign lawyers and companies that worked with the Portuguese nationality 
(2022)

9. Letter from the Chairs of the Jewish Agency (2022)

10. The European Day of Jewish Culture programme in Oporto (2022)

III – Witnesses:

1. Sandra Perdigão Neves, former President of SIRESP

2. Mónica Teixeira, Lawyer in Oporto

3. Carla Quaresma, Lawyer in Oporto

4. Esther Mucznik, former Vice President of the Jewish community of Lisbon

5. João Lemos Esteves, University Professor

6. Maria de Belém Roseira, former President of the Socialist Party

7. José Ribeiro e Castro, former President of the CDS

8. Paula Teixeira da Cruz, former Minister of Justice

9. Michael Rothwell, delegate and board member of the Jewish Community of Oporto

10. António Caria Mendes, President of the Portugal-Israel Friendship Association
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11. Francisco Cunha Rego, President of the Portuguese Democracy Institute

12. Carlos Zorrinho, former parliamentary leader of the Socialist Party

13. Pedro Silva Pereira, former Minister of the Socialist Party

14. Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa, President of the Portuguese Republic

15. Manuel Alegre, State Councilor

16. José Vera Jardim, President of the Religious Liberty Commission

17. Alberto Martins, former Minister of Justice

18. Leon Amiras, Lawyer in Jerusalem

19. Isabel Barros, Vice President of the Jewish Community of Oporto

20. David Garrett, CEO of the Jewish Community of Oporto

21. Hugo Vaz, museologist of the Oporto Jewish Community

22. Daniel Litvak, Head Rabbi of the Jewish Community of Oporto

23. Cláudia Azevedo, CEO of the SONAE group

24. Paulo Curado, reporter of the newspaper “Público”

25. Francisco Pinto Balsemão, Chairman of the Board of Directors of “Grupo Impresa”

26. José Carp, President of the Jewish Community of Lisbon

27. Jaime Ayash, former Vice President of the Jewish Community of Lisbon

28. Miriam Assor, Journalist, writer and member of the Jewish Community of Lisbon

29. Issac Assor, member of the Jewish Community of Lisbon

30. Katharina Von Schnurbein, European Commission Coordinator on combatting Antisemitism

IV – The European Public Prosecutor’s Office should request all documentation regarding the 
preparatory work of the legislation 2013/2015 from the Portuguese Government and Parliament.

Gabriel Senderowicz
The President of The Oporto Jewish Community, Portugal-Israel

(August 21, 2022)
(Av 24, 5782)
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POWERS OF ATTORNEY
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